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REPORT ON EXECUTIVE PATRONAGE. 
(From the Journal of the Senate of Penn’a.) 


Monday, March 25, 1822. 

Mr. Hill, from the committee to whom was referred 
on the 13th of December last, an item of unfinished bu- 
siness, relative to the power of making appointments to 
office, by the governor, made report, which was read 
as follows, to wit: 

That they have given the subject matter referred to 
them a deliberate consideration; that they have in their 
deliberations found it necessary (in order to form an in- 
telligible report) to carefully exaniine the provisions of 
the constitution of 1776, or, at least so far as those pro- 
sions relate to legislativexexecutive power&prerogative, 

That instrument being the original source or first de- 
claration of state sovereignty—the declaratory founda- 
tion upon which all our state rights are built—the first 
fundamental charter of our state liberties, and the origi- 
nal fountain from which all delegated power in this com- 
monwealth emanated;—an intimate knowledge of its 
provisions, as well as a knowledge of the constitution of 
1790, is indispensably necessury to the formation of a 
clear, correct and comprehensive idea of the powers 
which are now constitutionally invested in the executive. 
Your committee have been thus particular, because 
they are fully apprized, that all powers wheresoever 
vested by the constitution, must so remain, until the 
people shall think proper to resume the powers thus 
vested, and fetain them or vest them elsewhere. Your 
committee are also decidedly of the opinion, that all and 
every power and prerogative claimed or exercised 
by the governor, as well claimed as exercised by 
any other officer ofthe government, which are derived 
from any source other than the constitution, are fair and 
legitimate objects of legislation. 

“All power is inherent in the people, and all free 
governments are founded on their authority;” therefore, 
it is incompetent for any efficer of the government to 
assume the exercise of any official power which has not 
been vested in him by the constitution, or by the legis- 
lature; that being the only body known to our form of 
government, that is vested with the law-making power. 
Hence the necessity in this important inquiry, of a criti- 
cal investigation of a!l the constitutional provisions 
which in any way relate to executive patronage: and al- 
so of the several acts of the legislature, which have 
been passed at different times for the purpose of explain- 
ing, extending or increasing the same. 


be duly noticed in their proper places. 

The 9th section of the 2d chapter of the constitution 
of 1776, vests in the general assembly the ‘power to 
choose their speaker, the treasurer of the state and their 
other officers.” The 20th section of the same chapter, 
provides that “the president, and in his absence, the 
vice-president, with the council, five of whom shall bea 
quorum, shall have power to appoint and commission all 
judges, naval officers, judges of the admiralty, attorney 
general, and all other officers, civil and military; except 
such as are chosen by the general assembly or the peo- 
ple,” under the broad and indefinite expression con- 


| bly, contained in the 20th section, viz. ‘except such as 


are chosen by the general assen‘hly or the people.”— 
The general assembly did, for some years, claim and ex- 
ercise not only the power of creating offices, but also 
the prerogative of appointing the officers; except those 
appointments specially given to the supreme executive 
council. 

The extensiveness of the appointing power thus exer- 
cised by the general assembly, was much complained of 
by the members of the executive council. But the gen- 
eral assembly, notwithstanding those complaints, con- 
tinued to create offices, and to appoint officers in such 
manner, and at such times as in their own opinion was 
best calculated to promote the public weal, untilthe mee- 
ting of the council of censors in 1783. That council of 
censors,among other things,recommended tothe general 
assembly, the passage of a law dividing the appointments 
thereafter to be made; between the supreme executive 
council and the general assembly, pursuant to which re- 
commendation; the general assembly did, on the fourth 
day of April, 1785, pass an act, prescribing the appoint- 
ments to be made by the general assembly, and vesting 
in the executive council the appointment of all other 
officers, whose appointments were not otherwise provi- 
ded for by the constitution. But it must be borne in 
mind, that this law is only an act of the general assem- 
bly, and like all other legislative acts, is liable to legis- 
lative alteration, revision or annihilation, at any time, 
when a succeeding legis!ature, from different views of 
the constitution, from different notions of public policy; 
or from different ideas of the wishes of the peop!e,shall 
deem it to be necessary and proper so to do. 

The committee have had, among other documents re- 
ferred to them, a letter from the secretary of the com. 
monwealth, containing much information on the subject 
of executive patronage. This letter attached to this re- 
port, marked A, is an answer to a call made upon that 
officer, at the last session of the legislature, by a com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose of ascertaining the 
governor’s powers to appoint officers, and the different 
channels through which those powers have been obtain 
ed. This intelligent, venerable and candid statesman, 
relies on the eighth section of the second article of the 
constitution of 1790, the law above referred to, several 
acts of assembly of subsequent date, and on common 
law principles, to justify the governor in the extent of 
patronage, which he at present exercises. So far as 
the governor’s powers are vested by the constitution, 


extel t All of which | they must remain unimpaired. 
constitutional provisions and acts of the legislature shall 


But we presume, that however long the governor 
may have exercised the power of appointing to office, 
by virtue of any statute, or common law principle, that 
the powers thus claimed and exercised can at any time 
be reclaimed by the legislature, and otherwise disposed 
of, whenever they shall deem a change necessary and 
expedient. Official powers vested in any officer by the 
legislature, may, when the public good requires it, be 
also divested by the legislature. 

The peculiar business of legislation, is to pass laws 
for the regulation and guidance of all who are concern- 
ed in the administration of the government, and the 
benefit of the people. Common law is an auxiliary to 


tained in the 9th section above quoted, “their other of- | statute law, and is only to be called upon in cases not 

ficers;” and the very indefinite exception from the | particularly provided fur by the statute. Those official 

er en " favor of the general assem- powers, which are vested by act of the legislature and 
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common law principles only, are not constitutional pow- 
ers, and therefore fit objects of legislation. 

We now proceed to the examination of the only con- 
stitutional provision relied on by the advocates of exec- 
utive patronage: it is contained in the 8th section of the 
2d article of the constitution of 1790. By this article 
the governor is authorised to “appoint all officers whose 
offices are established by this constitution, or shall be 
established by law, and whose appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for.” l’reparatory to the 
construction of this provision of the constitution, it may 
not be improper to take a review of long established 
and well settled principles of construction in all cases 
relative to vested rights. In every case where individ- 
ual rights are legally and absolutely vested, they are 
supposed to remain secure and unimpaired, until it can 
be clearly and conclusively shown, that those rights 
have been expressly transferred. While your commit- 
tee entirely approbate the cautionary and scrupulous 
manner in which a transfer of individual rights is exam- 
ined and decided upon, they earnestly, though respect- 
fully, recommend to the legislature, in construing the 
powers delegated by the constitution, at least to use as 
great caution and strictness in favor of the rights of the 
_— body of the people. It is not only acknowledged 

y all republican politicians, but it is also positively de- 
clared by the constitution, ‘‘that all power is inherent 
in the people.” It is therefore incumbent on every of- 
ficer of tlhe government, and agent of the people, who 
claims to have been invested by the constitution with 
the exercise of any power, to show that such power has 
been expressly vested in him by the constitution: if he 
fail to do this, it would be great remissness in the legis- 
lature, (who are the immediate agents and representa- 
tives of the people,) to indulge him, contrary to the 
public interest, in the exercise of a doubtful power.— 
History affords us abundant proof, that the great dan- 
ger to be apprehended, as well in republican govern- 
ments as all others, is the engrossment of power by a 
few, and its exercise by them, to the injury of the ma- 
ny. Usurpation is the very marrow,the bone and the sin- 
ew of despotism—assumption freely indulged in by an 
individual, and quietly acquiesced in by the people, 
will, in time, bring upon the community, all the pojson- 
ous effects of usurpation in its most terrific form. 

But to return to the words of the constitution of 1790, 
which are relied on by the friends of executive patron- 
age, as justifying the executive in the extent of the ap- 
pointing power, which he has been in the exercise of : 
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It appears by a full examination of the constitution of 
1790, and of several acts of the legislature, passed im- 
inediafely thereafter, that the convention have express- 
ly vested such power of appointment in the executive, 
as it was intended he should absolutely exercise; and 
also have expressly vested in the general assembly, such 
appointing power as was designed to be absolutely exer- 
cised by that body, leaving the appointment of officers 
not specially provided for, to be regulated (as had be- 
fore been done,) by act of the legislature. Constitution, 
Art. 5, Sec. 4, ‘the shall appoint in each county, not 
fewer than three nor more than four judges, &c.”— 
Same Art. Sec. 10, ‘The governor shall appoint a com- 
petent number of justices of the peace,” &c. Art. 6, 
Sec. 5, ‘*The state treasurer shall be appointed annual- 
ly by the joint vote of the members of both houses,” &c. 
In those cases the convention Icft nothing to the discre- 
tion of the legislature, nor even to the people, during 
the continuance of the constitution, however great the 
progress of information and political knowledge might 
be among the citizens in future times. But your com- 
mittee trust, that they will be able to convince every 
candid, intelligent, unbiassed mind, that all appoint- 
ments, not specially provided for in the constitution, 
were intended by the convention to be left to the future 
regulation of law. The constitution was done in con 
vention, the second day of September, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety; and on the 7th day of De- 
cember next fo!lowing, the general assembly convened 
pursuant to the provisions of said constitution. In this 
legislature, there were 14 members, who bad been 
members of the convention; combining as much gene- 
ral information, as much political knowledge, and as 
great a quantum of integrity, as we ever have seen, or 
ever expect to see our general assembly adorned witb, 
in an equal number of members. 

This opinion will be responded by all who are ac- 
quainted with the public characters and private virtues 
of those gentlemen—their names we insert in the fol- 
lowing alphabetical order, viz: James Boyd, John 
Breckbill, Lindsey Ccates, William Findlay, Albert 
Gallatin, John Gloninger, Sebastian Graff, Joseph Hies- 
ter, John Hoge, Thomas Jenks, James M‘Lene, Thomes 
Mawhorter, John Sellers, John Smiley. The above 
facts are stated, and the names of those gentlemen are 
introduced for the purpose of showing what their opin- 
ion was respecting the powers that had been vested in 
the governor, by the constitution, as nearas can be judg- 
ed of by the enactment of various laws while they were 


“‘He shall appoint all officers whose offices are estab- |members of the legislature; and the significant lan- 


lished by this constitution, or shall be established by law.” | guage made use of in those laws. 


It will be proper, 


Is it reasonable tn suppose, that the convention in | however, before we proceed to an examination of those 


speaking of the offices established by this constitution, 


laws, to state that Thomas Mifflin, (the president of the 


had reference to offices which had long before been es- | convention) was declared to be duly elected governcr 
tablished, and the incumbents whereof, had long been } of this commonwealth, on the 18th day of December, 


aiding in the labours of the government? The correct- 
ness of such a construction, when viewed in connection 
with all the circumstances which are connected with 
this provision of the constitution, might well be doubt- 
ed. The isolated word xstasuisu is significant of, 
found, erect and confirm; as well as, to, settle and fix 
Jirmly that which has been founded and erected. It 
would appear that the former of these two constructions, 
is the sense in which the convention had used the word 
establish in the constitution; because it is used in con- 
nection with “shall be,” evidently referring to offices 
that might “‘be established by law” subsequently to the 
confirmation of the constitution, and had, beyond ques- 
tion, in view the appointment of officers to fill offices 
thereafter to be created and confirmed. But your com- 
mittee in drawing their conclusions of the sense in 
which the convention used the word ‘‘establish,” do not 
rely wholly, nor indeed so much upon the definition it 
bears, even as used in connection with the words “shall 
be,” as they do upon other important facts which have 
a direct bearing upon the construction given to this pro- 
vision of the constitution, by the friends of executive 
patronage. 


1790. That on the twenty-eighth day of the same 
month he addressed a message to the legislature, invi- 
ting the attention of the members to certain important 
duties, requiring their immediate attention under the 
new structure of the government. 

In detailing at considerable length, the objects of 
most pressing necessity, the governor observes, (Jour- 
nal of the House uf Representatives of that session, page 
46,) ‘‘as to the laws, which require an immediate revi- 
sion, on account of the new structure of our state gov- 
ernment, you will find that they principally relate to 
the exercise of the executive authority under its former 
modification.” After specifying many official duties 
that were to be performed by the executive authority, 
under the former modification of the government; the 
message remarks: “In short, to the president and exec- 
utive council, so great a variety of appeals and reports 
were directed to be made—by them so great a variety of 
commissioners and other officers were to be appointed for 
specific services—before them, so great a variety of offi- 
cial qualifications and sureties were to be taken—and on 
them the superintendance of so great a variety of pub- 
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lic objects devolved, that a particular recapitulation 
would, at this time, be impracticable.” It will be ob- 
served, by an examination of the above extracts from 
governor Mifflin’s message, that he in a particular man- 


Therefore, 
Sxct. 2. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
| Representatives, of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 





ner notices the great power of appointing officers that | the authority of the same, That all and every duty, 


had been vested in the executive authority, under the 
former structure of government, to regulate the exer- 
cise of which power thereafter, legislative interposition 
was immediately necessary; consequently, in the opin- 
ion of the governor, the power of appointing many of 
the officers which had been vested in the executive au- 
thority under the former structure of government, had 
not been provided for by the constitution; and were 
purposely left to the future regulation of law, in such 
manner as propriety and experience should dictate. 

Your committee are fully apprized, that some of our 
state politicians are disposed to give the most liberal and 
extensive construction to delegated powers, that the 
words of the constitution will possibly bear; while they 
construe in the most scrupulous and limited manner, 
those powers which are reserved by the people, or 
(which is the same thing,) the powers that they have 
not delegated. ‘Ihe anxiety with which some people 
labor in this cause, is much easier seen, than accounted 
for. Will they in this case attempt to say, that the 
governor was ignorant of the extent of those provisions 
of the constitution, which had vested the powers that 
had been formerly exercised by the executive authori- 
ty, inthe governor? Will it be said by them, that the 
governor in this case, was unadvisedly calling on the le- 
gislature to provide by law for the exercise of powers, 
that had been previously provided for by the constitu- 
tion? Charges of this kind may be made, but among 
persons free from bias, and being acquainted (as most 
Pennsylvanians are) with the accuracy of his discern- 
ment—the ‘soundness of his judgment—the indepen- 
dence of his sentiment, and the extent of his political in- 
formation, they will fall lifeless to the ground, as fast as 
they can be uttered. 

The character of governor Mifflin stands too high to 
be tarnished by an allegation, that in the year 1790, he 
was unacquainted with his duties as governor of the 
commonwealth—that he was ignorant of the powers 
which had beer vested in the executive by the consti- 
tution, which instrument he had so shortly betore, not 
only assisted in the formation of, but also, was president 
of the convention, who had conceived, moulded and giv- 
en to it their final finish. 

A committee was immediately appointed, to arrange 
the subject matter of the governor’s message, from 
which the above quotations have been taken, and on 
the 30th day of the same month made report. In de- 
tailng the subject matter of the address that required the 
immediate attention of the legislature, the report says: 
“That part of the address which enumerates the pow- 
ers formeriy vested in the president and supreme exec- 
utive council, and which now cease to be operative, 
your committee conceive ought to be referred to a com- 
mittee to bring in a bill for the purpose of transferring 
those powers generally to the governor, until the end 
of the present session, in order to answer the immedi- 
ately pressing exigencies, until the legislature shall have 
leisure to enumerate and define the executive powers 
with more precision.”” A committee for this purpose 
was accordingly appointed, a bill reported, and became 
a law, by receiving the signature of the governor on the 
14th day of January followiog, which law isin the words 
following, viz: 

“An act for transferring certain powers exercised by 
the late president and supreme executive council, to the 
governor of this commonwealth.” 

Sect. 1. Whereas by the present constitution of this 
commonwealth, the executive powers of government 
are vested in the governor, and it is proper and _neces- 
sary, that such laws as directed any duties to be per- 
formed by the former executive authority of this state, 
should be made conformable to the new organization of 
the powers of government. 


which by any of the laws of this state, was directed ta 
be dene anil performed by the president, or by the pres- 
ident and supreme executive council, not inconsistent 
with the constitution of this commonwealth, and not 
otherwise directed by the act passed in the present ses- 
sion, entitled ‘*An act for instituting a board of proper- 
ty, and for other purposes therein mentioned,” shall be 
executed by the governor of this commonwealth; and 
that every of the laws relative to the duties first herein 
before mentioned, shall be, and they are hereby so far 
forth, and nofurther, repealed and made void: Provided 
nevertheless, Vhat this act shall continue in force until 
the end of the present session of the General Assembly, 
and no longer.” 

So tenacious was that legislature of the rights of the 
people; so well did they know that the constitution had 
not vested the powers which had been formerly exer- 
cised by the executive authority in the governor; and 
so well were they convinced of the propriety of vesting 
them elswhere, as soon as the legislature should “have 
leisure to enumerate and define the executive powers 
with more precision,” that when legislating on this sub- 
ject, “to answer the immediate pressing exigencies,” 
they only vested those powers in the governor to the 
end of that session. But it appears that the legislature 
did not at that session, obtain “leisure to enumerate 
and define the executive powers;” therefore, on the 
thirteenth day of April,1791, (in the same session) a law 
was passed, similar in substance, and varying but little 
in form, by which act, the powers that had been foriner- 
ly vested in the supreme executive council, were vest- 
ed in the governor, “until the end of the next session 
of the general assembly, and no longer.”” This tempo- 
rary law was continued in force, by temporary exten- 
sions, until the 22d day of April, 1794, at which time it 
was re-enacted without limit or duration of time, as al- 
most every other law is. 

The above fact shews most clearly and conclusively, 

_ that the general assembly in each of the sessions refer- 
red to, were fully confident, that the powers which had 
not been expressly vested in the governor, by the con- 
stitution, still remained with the people to be disposed 
of, and regulated by law, in such manner as prudence 
and experience should dictate. Any other conclusion 
| would be a direct charge of the grossest ignorance of 
the provisions of the constitution, in the legislature of 
| 1790-91 and those who annually succeeded them, up to 
| the session of 1793-94 inclusive; as well as in the gover- 
nor, who had in his message called the attention of the 
legislature to the necessity of providing by law, for the 
exercise of the powers which had formerly been vested 
in the executive authority, and which had not been pro- 
vided for by the constitution. 

A charge of this kind your committee are not prepar- 
ed to make, nor do they believe (when it is recollected, 
that besides the fourteen members who had assisted in 
framing the constitution, there were. many others, of 
eminent talents and well versed in political and legal 
knowledge,) that any informed persons will have the 
hardihood to charge those different assemblies with 
being ignorant of the constitution, and of doing a work, 
year after year, of supererogation. 

William Bingham, was speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, at the passage of the first law, and Richard 
Peters,speaker of the Senate, Richard Peter’s natural 
talents, his literary acquirements and his legal knowl- 
edge, have procured for him the confidence of the U- 
nion, and the situation of a Judge of the United States 
Court, for the eastern district of Pennsylvania: in the 
discharge ¢¢which duties, he has reflected much honor 
on himself, and great credit on the bench. Many others 
who served in these sessions, have richly merited the 





































































20 


highest encomiums; but your committee forbear to say 






any thing further on this point, 
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tempt, nor is it necessary to draw a fancifullfigure, 
or give an exaggerated view ofthe extent of exec- 





{Jury 





The opinions* of Jarerd Ingersoll, Alexander J. Dal-{ utive patronage; but they hope that they may be per- 


las and Thomas Elder. Esqrs. on the subject of appoint- 
ments to, and removal from office, remain to be examin- 
ed. The two former gentlemen have argued the case | 


mitted to state, what is the undeniable fact, viz. that 
the officers in the appointment of the governor, who 


are removable at his pleasure, (agreeably to the con- 


at some length, and although they do not positively say, | struction given to the constitution, by the advocates of 


that the exercise of all power not specially provided 
for by the constitution, is, by the nature of our system 
of state government, constructively vested in the exec- 
utive; yet from the manner in which they have discuss- 
ed the subject it would appear that such were their 
views ofthe constitution. This view of the subject 
would be indisputably correct, provided, the natural 
original power of appointing all officers was inherent in 





the governor; for this plain reason, that wherever right 
or power is naturally inherently vested, it must and 
does naturally remain, until it has been voluntarily di- 
vested, by him or them in whom it was originally and 
naturally vested. 

The basis of all republicanism is, that all power is in- 
herent in the people, and consequently remains in 
them, until they, by their free and voluntary act do 
delegate their power to some person or persons to be 
exercised for their use and benefit. That the people 
have delegated their power, must be clearly and une- 

uivocally shown by those who claim the possession of 
them, before they can be justified in the exercise there- 
of, by the friends of freedom. Again, these two gentle- 
men lay it down as a political maxim, that the power to 
remove, is a necessary incident to the power to appoint. 
In this opinion also, your committee beg leave to differ 
from the learned gentlemen, as well as from all others 
who attempt to support this doctrine. From what has 
already been said, it will be seen, that whatever pow- 
ers of appointing to office, the governor may be vested 
with, have been delegated to him by the people, or by 
their immediate agents,to be exercised,not for his, but for 
their benefit: to discharge the duties of this delegation 
is not a matter of personal choice, but a matter of official 
duty, therefore ministerial. But toremove at pleasure, 
is the height of despotic tyranny—the two principles 
are as opposite as the poles, and cun no more be incor- 
rmeggs into the same political principles, than the most 

itter, abject tyranny, can with the purest and most 
rational unrestrained political freedom. 

The constitution provides only two methods of re- 
moving civil officers—one by impeachment, the other, 


— 


executive patronage, ) are in the annual receipt of 
thousand dollars. 

What would the people say—What would the legis- 
lature think—were the friends of executive patronage, 
to propose to give the governor the annual sum of 

thousand dollars to secure his popularity with? 
Would they not all revolt at the idea? Would it not be 
said with much propriety, that an artful, intrigueing 
governor, with that sum at command, for this purpose, 
might commit many acts of tyranny and oppression, and 
still have it in his power to stifle investigation, and con- 
tinue his popularity, while he continues his office, by 
the liberal distribution of presents? Such suspicions 
would doubtless be abroad among the people, were it 
attempted to appropriate. Yet that sum, in money dis- 
tributed for that purpose by donations, in the most ad- 
vantageous manner, could not so effectually shield a 
person’s character, or secure his popularity, as a politic 
distribution of the numerous offices in the gift of the 
governor, would do; because, every person who would 
receive a fee from the governor, to spread abroad and 
exaggerate his virtues, to conceal, deny and extenuate 
his vices, would be viewed, not only with suspicion, by 
the public, but with real contempt by all who knew 
the fact. The case is very different with officers who 
are appointed by the governor; instead of detracting 
from, it adds to their respectability; instead of lessening 
their influence, it gives ita more extensive range; in- 
stead of preventing them from, it enables them more ef- 
fectually to support the character of the governor, to 
whom many of them are as completely devoted, as the 
possibly could be, were they paid by the year for their 
services. 

Your committee have spoken plainly and freely on 
this subject; because, under all the circumstances of the 
case, freedom and plainness appeared to them necessary 
but they do not wish to be understood as attaching blame 
to any particular person. The gigantic growth of ex- 
ecutive patronage, can be easily and rationally account- 
ed for without individual condemnation. It is in some 
degree owing to the principles of our government, as 


by address-—the former of which depends entirely on | well as to human nature generally. The governor is 
the general assembly, and the latter so fur as to form, | elected for three years, and may when elected, look a- 


agree to, and present the address to the governor, who 
may, or may not comply with the request therein con- 
tained. But, itis not any where in the constitution, 
recognized that the governor, may remove any officer 
at pleasure. The latter gentleman, “assured the com- 
mittee, that he knows of no appointment to, or remoyal 
from office by any governor of Pennsylvania, since the 
adoption of the present constitution, which, in his opi- 
nion, was not constitutional.”” Your committee, how- 
ever, cannot resist the idea, that this learned gentleman 
has in the formation of his opinion, adopted what they 
believe to be a very common course, viz. he has yielded 
his judgment, in this case, to the common prevailing o- 
pinion, without having strictly examined all the facts ne- 
cessary, to a full understanding of the subject. 

Your committee, in this place, would merely observe, 
that the legislature so far from leisurely enumerating 
and defining the executive powers with more precision, 
(as was proposed by the first report made on the sub- 
ject) have been extending the powers that were vested 
by the constitution, in such manner, that the executive 
department does at this time exercise a patronage to an 
extent, unknown in any other state of the union; and 
(as your committee verily believe they have clearly 
shown) inconsistent with the fundamental principles of 
our-state government. Your committee will not at- 





* See Nos. 1, 2 and 3, attached to this report. 


round him with the purest intentions, to see what pow- 


| ers he has been vested with, that can be called into op- 


eration for the benefit of the people, and the advance- 
ment of his own character, a matter never lost sight of, 
nor should it ever be; but we often mistake the means 
that will lead ustothe end. He meditates, reflects and 
fancies public advantages, and enquires whether he has 
within his power the means to promote them. If he 
has any doubts in his own mind, of his powers to provide 
a salutary remedy in the case, he takes the council of 
learned and influential friends, by whdm from the na- 
ture of his situation, he is generally surrounded. 

Those friends may very probably have a greater person- 
al interest in an extensive executive patronage, than 
the governor himself has; consequently the greatest 
possible range of construction is given to his powers.— 
If this was only to happen once, during the continuance 
of the constitution, the danger to be apprehended 
would not beso great;but every new case produces a new 
cause for construction; and every new governor has a 
new set of advisers. In this way, executive patronage 
has been swelled and extended to the enormous size in 
which it now exists. Very different is the case with the 
legislature, many of whose members are elected to ef- 
fect some particular local objects, which employ their 
whole attention, during the session, at the end of which, 
they return to their constituents perfectly satisfied with 
havingeffected the purposes for whichthey were elected, 





ie at 


1829. 


REPORT ON EXECUTIVE PATRONAGE. 24 


Se O0. oOSSSSSS{0“.——wwwooooooooooooooeoeoeeeeeee ous 


The next legislature is composed of members who 
were elected with similar views—so One session passes | 
after another—and although composed partly of differ- | 
ent materials, the labours are very near the same, viz. | 
each member is most anxious to prumote the views and 
interest of his own immediate constituents; and in the | 
bustle of loca! business, each succeeding session passes | 
uff with but little attention to matters that might possi- 
bly at some remote period, affect the political relations | 
of the state at large. ‘This view of the subject presents | 
a case, fit fur the application of the old adage, ‘that, 
what is every body’s business, is nobody’s business;” | 
meaning that matters of general interest are apt to be 
neglected, because no one individual feels sufficient 
personal interest to invite his particular attention to the 
case, and each one satisfies himself with the idea that 
other persons are as deeply interested in the matter as 
he is, & consequently as much bound in duty to attend 
to it, as he is; and as for himself, he must and will (for 
the present at all events) apply his time and talents, to 
effect some particular matters in which his particular 
constituents and himself have a deep and lasting inter- 
est; to effect which, was perhaps, the principal induce- 
ment to elect him to the legislature. Owing to these 
causes, questions that are general in their nature, 
though of great importance, are almost inevitably over- 
looked. 

To condemn this practice, would be declaring war 
against ourselves—against all the human family—it is in 
our nature to attend first to our own particular necessi- 
ties and advancements. But the case before us, never- 
theless shows the necessity of a vigilant watchfulness on 
the part of the people, over their own concerns, which, 
if neglected too long, may bring much difficulty upon 
them. 

That the people who are always jealous of their rights, 
have so long permitted executive encroachments, is 
quite as easily accounted for. 

The science of government, though the noblest in- | 
vention of man, is no where taught in our country: nor | 
any science connected therewith; that of the law only 
excepted.” And this honourable profession is but a de- 
duction from governmental science; the votaries where- | 
of may enjoy all the honors and advantages of the pro- 





fession, without paying the least attention to any of the | 
branches of government, other than the administration 


they have taken, and the conclusions which they have 
Grawn, are in accordance with common sense, and with 
the true principles of our constitution, They therefore, 
offer the following resolution: 

THAT it is constitutional and expedient to provide 
by law for the election or appointment of an attorney 
general, and the necessary number of deputies to prose- 
cute in behalf of the commonwealth,in the several coun- 
ties, an auditor general, a secretary of the land office, a 
surveyor general, and the number of deputies necessa- 
ry to do the surveying in the several counties, prothon- 
otaries, registers and reeorders, clerks of the courts of 
general quarter sessions of the peace, of oyer and ter- 
miner and general jail delivery and orphans’ court— 
prescribing, in such law, the length of time each officer 


shall hold his office, provided he shall so long behave 
himself well. 


Documents referred to in the preceding Report. 


(A) 
Office of the Commonwealth, 
Harrisburg, Feb.19, 1821. 
Regs Hirt, Ese: 

Srr—I have now the honor of enclosing herein 
such information, as is in my power, touching the subject 
matter of the preamble and resolution, referred to me 
by the committee. I perhaps owe an apology to the 
commitee, for the delay in making the communication; 
but I trust they will see a sufficient cause for it, in the 
frequent interruptions arising from attention to other 
official duties, 

With very great respect, I have the honor to be 
Your and the committee’s most obdt. servt. 
ANDREW GREGG. 


THE honorable Messrs. Hill, Raguet and Eichelberger, 
the committee to whom were referred a preamble 
and two resolutions, authorising them to call on the 
secretary of the commonwealth and attorney general, 
for any information in their power to give, touching 
the subject matter of said preamble and the first res- 
olution. 


The undersigned in endeavoring to comply with the 


| terms of the propositions contained in the preamble 


and resolutions, submitted to him by the committee, 


would remark, in general, that he presumes there can 


of the law: nor does the professional duties of this class | be no diversity of sentiment among the people of this 


of gentlemen, require them to become the videttes of 
the people’s rights, or call upon them to volunteer 
their services as the sentinels and safe-guard against ex- 
ecutive encroachments, 


the citizens, whether professional or otherwise, will en- 


Nor is it to be expected that | administration. 


country, respecting the importance of all being mad: 
acquainted with the principles of the government, an 
with the public acts of all who have any agency in it: 

That the great power with which the 


4 | governor is invested by the constitution, renders it pe- 
ter into, and produce a correct and general analysis of 


the constitution, pointing out the particular powers that 
properly belong to, and the particular duties to be per- 
‘ormed by the different departments of the government, 
and the several officers of the state. 

After bringing into view the difficulties that questions 
of this kind seem to be involved in, it would be natural 
to ask, where a redress for such grievances, is to be 
had? Notwithstanding the difficulties and embarrass- 
ments, that such a question must under common cir- 
cumstances be surrounded by on account of the urgen- 
cy of local concerns, and other matters more generally 
understood, which the citizens press upon the legisla- 
ture; the answer must be: In the legislature; in them 
the constitution has vested the power to pass laws for 
the general good; and they must, when necessity re- 
quires, exercise their constitutional powers in general 
cases, although every local matter should be thereby 
negleeted for a time. 

_ Your committee are aware, that they have all the pre- 
Judice of custom to oppose, and the interest of the ex- 
ecutive adherents, and those who hold offices under 
him; to convince all of whom, the limited bounds of a 


.Teport of this kind, is entirely insufficient; their only 


hope is to convince the unbiassed, that the positions 


culiarly necessary, that his public conduct should be 
watched with vigilance, is a subject in which it is also 
believed, there is a general, perhaps a universal concur- 
rence of sentiment. To preserve the permanency and 
purity of their government, the attention of the people 
should always be on the alert, to guard against any un- 
constitutional usurpations in any of its departments. 

By the 8th section of the 2d article of the constitution, 
the governor is invested with power to appoint all offi- 
cers, whose offices are established by the constitution, 
or that shall be established by law, and whose appoint- 
ments are not therein otherwise provided for. Under 
this general power, the governor has, ever since the 
commencement of the guvernment under the present 
constitution, been in the regular habit of appointing all 
officers, whether immediately designated by it, or whose 
offices were made by law conformably to its provisions. 
It is not known in this department, nor have any records 
been discovered to show, that any governor has exceed- 
ed his constitutional limits in the exercise of this power. 

It may not be considered irrelevant in this inquiry, to 
refer to the constitution of this state which was adopted 
on the 28th day of September, 1776, and the practice 
of the government under it. By the 9th section of that 
constitution, it is declared, that the general assembly 
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shall have power to choose their speaker and other of- 

ficers, and the treasurer of the state. By the twentieth 

section, the supreme executive council was vested with 

power to appoint and commissionate judges, naval offi- 

cers, judge of admiralty, attorney general, and all other 

officers, civil and military, except such as are chosen | 
by the general assembly and the people, agreeably to | 
that frame of government, and the laws that might be | 
made thereafter; and also supply any vacancies that 
might be occasioned by death, resignation, removal or 
disqualification. 

It appears that the assembly prior to the meeting of 
the council of censors, in 1783, had created some offi- 
ces, and appointed the officers to execute them, in the 
same acts by which the offices were created. This was 
censured by the council of censors, as an unwarrantable 
encroachment on the constitutional rights and powers of 
the executive, and an act was passed on the 4th of A- 
pril, 1785, in conformity with the decision of the coun- 
cil of censors. The 2d section of this act designates par- 
ticularly the officers to be appointed by the assembly, 
and declares the appointment of all other officers ne- 
cessary for the execution of the laws, to be vested in 
the supreme executive council, with the exception of 
such as were specially reserved to the people, or plain- 
ly directed by the constitution to be otherwise chosen 
or appointed. There is no evidence of any subsequent 
interference with the executive council in the exercise 
of its power of appointment, during the continuance of 
the government under that constitution. 

On the organization of the government under the 
present constitution, an act wat passed on the 14th of 
January, 1791, directing that all and every duty which 
by any ofthe laws was directed to be done and perform- 
ed by the president and supreme executive council,not 
inconsistent with the constitution, nor otherwise direct- 
ed by an act for instituting a board of property, should 
be executed by the governor. By an act passed on the 
13th of April, 1791, it was enacted, that in addition to 
the powers vested in the governor, by the constitution, 
he should have and exercise all the power that by any 
law or laws was vested in the supreme executive coun- 
cil, or in the president or vice-president thereof, unless 
the same should be vested in some other person, or be 
inconsistent with the provisions of the constitution. ‘This | 
power was continued by various subsequent acts, pas- 
sed on the 21st of September, 1791—on the 28th March, 
1792—on the 11th April, 1793—and on the 22d April, 
1794. Any further progress of these acts has not been | 
pursued; it seeming to be understood that, by these va- | 
rious enactments, the exercise of that power had acqui- 
red the force of common law, no question having ever 
been made, as far as it is known here, of its incompati- 
bility with the constitution or the laws made under it. 

A reference to these acts is made to show, that if any 
appointments not specially designated in the constitu- 
tion, nor by law, but rendered necessary by the circum- 
stances of the case or the common consent of the peo- 
ple, were made by the supreme executive council, such 
power now is legally vested in the governor. It is not 
however intended by this to insinuate, that there are 
any such offices, or that any such appointments have 
been made. It is acknowledged that nospecial act has 
been found, establishing the various officers of courts of 
justice, with the exception of judges, and tiose that are 
elected by the people; but they are all recognized in 
the third section of the sixth article of the constitution, 
and in all the various acts of assembly, establishing 
courts. When the constitution says, that prothonota- 
ries, clerks of the peace, kc. shall keep their offices at 
a particular place, it is a constitutional acknowledgment 
or declaration that such offices do exist, and that there 
must be officers to fillthem. The power of appointing 
these officers, is of course vested in the governor, un- 
der his general power of appointment, agreeably to the 
eighth section of the second article of the constitution 
before quoted. 











The second act passed by the assembly, under the 
constitution of 1776, was to revive and establish courts 
of justice; and among the first acts of the executive 
council, was the appointment of prothonotaries, clerks 
of sessions, of orphans’ courts, registers, &e. The pow- 
er of making these appointments, was vested in, and ex- 
ercised by the supreme executive council, until the 
change of government took place; and that power hay- 
ing been transferred to the governor by various acts of 
assembly, as herein before recited, may be considered 
as legally vested, even had it not been so expressly giv- 
en him by the constitution. 

This description of officers, with all others, the man- 
ner of whose removal from office is not pointed out in 
the constitution, have been considered removable at 
the will of the governor, and the tenure of their appoint- 
ments has invariably been so expressed in their com- 
missions, that they were to hold till their commissions 
were revoked by the governor, or by other lawful au- 
thority superseded orannulled. The power cf removal 
from office appears incident to the power of appeint- 
ment, and was exercised by the supreme executive 
council, under the constitution of 1776, and by each 
succeeding governor of the state, under the present 
constitution. 

It is presumed, the committee will not require the 
enumeration of a multiplicity of cases, to evidence the 
general exercise of the right of judging, and power of 
removing. A reference might be made to many in- 
stances, in which it has been applied to officers in the 
various departments of government. A few will be se- 
lected to show that such has been the practice. 

The person who held the offices of prothonotary,clerk 
of the sessions, and oyer and terminer, in Huntingdon 
county, was removed by a resvlution of the supreme ex- 
ecutive council; and by a subsequent resolution, the 
same person was removed from the office of clerk of 
the orphans court. The receiver general of the land 
office was removed by the first governor of the state, 
and this was such a noted instance, and excited so much 
interest, that it is still fresh in the recollection of those 
who were conversant in the affairs of the state at that 
time. Early in the administration of the second gover. 
nor, the inspector of flour in Philadelphia was removed. 
This. it is believed, is the first case in which the power 
of removal was disputed. The question was referred 
to Messrs. Ingersoll and Dallas, and a statement of the 
case, with their opinions, is hereto annexed. Removals 
since that period have been more frequent. A survey- 
or general has been removed, a recorder of deeds bas 
experienced the same fate; and the list might be swell- 
ed with the cases of auctioneers, inspectors, prothono- 
tarles, &c. &c. There is no evidence in this office, to 
show, that any legal opposition has been made to any 
of these removals; but it may not be improper to men- 
tion a report, to which common fame has given curren- 
cy, that a question recently arose on the removal of the 
inspector of salted provisions, in Philadelphia. and was 
decided by the supreme court, that the power, as exer- 
cised, was constitutionally vested in the governor, 

The undersigned has not been able to discover any 
alteration; that in his opinion, might be constitutionally 
made in appointments to, and continuance in office now 
in the gift of the governor. His power is general, with 
the exception of the cases mentioned in the constitution. 
Whether he is the best depository for that power, is a 
very different question, and one on which he should feel 
great delicacy in giving an opinion. The different 
modes, adopted by the different states, of the trust and 
exercise of that power, furnish a very striking evidence 
of the difficulty of settling the question. Itis certain- 
ly avery important trust to be committed to one man; 
and yet we find that complaints of abuse have, perhaps, 
been heard in every government that has had recourse 
to plural executives, as a security against the evil. It 
is yet in the recollection of many, that dissatisfaction 
with the executive council of the constitution of 1776, 
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produced that under which we now live; and so strong 

did the current then run in favour of a single executive 

and individual responsibility, that no arguments could 

prevail in favour of a division of the power, or securing 
against its improper exercise, by subjecting his appoint- 
ments to some concurring department of government. 

Universal experience proves the importance ofa watch- 

ful eye being kept on this power, wherever it is placed. 

The vigilance and virtue of the people, are the best se- 

curity against its abuse. ; , 

Having given this general view of the subjects em- 
braced in the preamble and resolution, such a detailed 
statement is now presented of offices and appointments, 
as appear more especially to have been intended by the 
resolution. It was thought it might be desirable to the 
committee to have all the offices with their different 
tenures before them ina single view. 

Appointments by the governor, and for what period of 
service, with reference to the authority under which 
they are made, that is to say: 

Secretary of the Commonwealth, during the governor’s 
continuance in office—See 15th Section of 
the 2d Article of the constitution. 

Judges of the Supreme Court, during good behaviour. 

President Judges of the courts of common pleas in the 
several judicial districts of the common- 
wealth, during good behaviour. 

Associate Judges of the courts of common pleas in the 
several counties of the state, during good 
behaviour. 

Additional Judges of the district court of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, see acts of assembly 
of the third of March, 1811, and the 13th of 
March, 1817, for the term of four years. 

Associate Judges of the same court, by the same act, for 
the same period. 

Additional Judges of the district court of the city and 
county of Lancaster: see acts of assembly of 
the 27th of March, 1820, for four years, 

Attorney General, during pleasure. 

Clerks of the supreme courts in the several districts, 
ddring pleasure. 

Prothonotaries of the courts of common pleas, and 
Clerk of the orphan’s courts, general quar- 


ter sessions of the peace, and of oyer and | 


terminer and jail delivery, holden by the 

















The appointment of two additional Auction- 
eers authorised by act of assembly of the 
twenty-seventh of March, 1790; same yol- 
ume, page 520, during pleasure. 

The appointment of an auctioneer for the sale 
of horses, cattle and carriages, within the 
city of Philadelphia, authorised by an act of 
assembly of the tenth day of April, 1799; 
volume 3, page 379, during pleasure. 

The appointment of an auctioneer for the sale 
of books, stationary, paintings and prints, 
within the city and liberties of Philadelphia. 
See act of assembly of the 25th January 
1816; during pleasure. 

The appointment of two auctioneers, in and 
for the city of Pittsburg, authorised by acts 
of assembly of the 28th of March; 1814, page 
307, andthe 22d March 1820, page 90; du- 
ring pleasure. 

Inspector of beef and pork, shad and herring, by the 
governor, during pleasure. See volume 1, 
page 170; volume 2, pages 476,498; volume 
3, page 258; volume 1, page 418; volume 
5th, page 121. 

Of staves and heading, boards, plank, timber 
and shingles: volume 1, pages 222,277; vol- 
ume 2, page 528; volume 3, pages 258,268, 
514; volume 5, page 147; volume 2, page 
505; during pleasure. 

Inspector of flour in and for the city and county of Phila- 
delphia, volume 1, pages 528 and 
during pleasure. 

Of flour for the Western counties, yolume 3, 
page 52, during pleasure. 

Of butter and hogs lard, volume 4, pages 104 
and 404, during pleasure. 

Inspector of ground black oak bark, volume 4, nage 194, 
during pleasure. 

Of gunpowder, volume 3, pages 240,498, du- 
ring pleasure. 

Of salted fish in the towns of Columbia and 
Pittsburg. — 

See act of the 25th February, 1818, during 
pleasure. 

Measurer of corn and salt, lime and coal, 2d volume, 
pages 350,441, and 442, during pleasure. 


judges of the court of common pleas, during | Superintendent of the gunpowder magazine, 2d volume, 


pleasure. 

Clerks of the mayor’s courts in the cities of Philadel- 
phia, Lancaster and Pittsburg, during plea- 
sure. 

Recorders of the said several cities,during goodbehaviour. 

Aldermen of the said cities, during good behaviour. 

Justices of the Peace in the several counties, during good 
behaviour. 

Sheriffs and Coroners in the several counties, for three 

ears. 

Recorders of deeds in the several counties, during plea- 
sure. 


Notaries Public, during good behaviour: see act of as- | 
sembly of March Sth, 1771. 


Interpreters of Foreign Languages, during pleasure. 


pages 402 403, and 404, during pleasure. 
Register of German passengers, volume 2, page 329, du- 
ring pleasure. 
Guagers and Inspectors of domestic distilled spirits; two 
to be appointed, during pleasure; 
act of 14th March, 1814, page 100. 
Keeper of Weights and Measures and Sealer of dry meas- 
ures, different officers, during pleasure, to re- 
side in the city and county of Philadelphia; vol- 
ume 1, pages 18, 19, 44. 

Port Physician, Lazaretto Physician, Health Officer and 
rantine Master, may be removed from of- 
fice by the Governor at the request of the 
members of the board of health, or a majority 

of them; volume 4, page 304. 


Secretary of the Land Office and Surveyor General, for | Master and Assistant Wardens of the port of Philadel- 


three years, removable from office by the 
governor on the address of both houses of 
the legislature. See act of the 29th of 
March, 1809, volume 5, Smith, page 48. 

Auditor General of Accounts for a like period, and re- 
movable in like manner. See act of the 
30th of March, 1811, 5th volume, page 237. 

Auctioneers, the president and council to appoint three 
during pleasure, volume 1, page 509, 23d 
September, 1780. 

The ,appointment of a fourth Auctioneer, 
authorised by act of assembly of the nine- 
teenth of March. See 2d volume, page 
481, during pleasure. 


phia, for one year, 
Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, Your obedient servant, 
February 19th, 1821. ANDREW GREGG. 
[1] 
(case. ] 

Thomas Mifflin, Covernor of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, executed a commission under the state 
seal, dated January 14th, 1799, to James Reed, as In- 
spector of bread and flour for the city and county of 
Philadelphia, to hold said office for the term of four 
years, if he should so long behave himself well. The 
period of Governor Mifflin’s administration terminated 








24 REPORT ON EXECUTIVE PATRONAGE. {Jeur 











onthe 16th day of December, 1799, by effluxion of | though the assembly might not re-appoint; and the 
time, and Thomas M’Kean was the next day proclaimed | truth is, that since the first appointment by the law, the 
Governor. legislature have never attempted to exercise the power 

Question. Does the above commission continue in| of appointment, but it devolved (without any legislative 
force for the term of four years, or did it determine with | cession) upon the supreme executive council, to whom, 
the power of the Governor? See first volume Pennsyl-| in the opinion of the council of censors, it constitutional- 
vania Laws, 889, section 19. ly belonged. 

Iam clearly of opinion that the commission of Mr. If the regulation was unconstitutional under the old 
Read may be superseded at the pleasure of the present | frame of government, the same reasons render it incon- 
Governor. ‘the Legislature might create the office, the | sistent with the provisions of the existing system, and 
constitution ascertain the terms of the commission.— | it is, of course, repealed or annulled. 

Goyernor Mifflin could not give the appointment, ex-| 2d. On the second object of inquiry, I premise that, 
cept in the manner prescribed in the constitution; | if the law is repealed or annulled, by force of the exist- 
and this officer is not one of the enumerated instances | ing constitution, the late governor could derive no pow- 
which are to be during good behaviour, for aterm of | er from it; & if the legislature could not prescribe a dura- 
years, or appointed by the legislature, and of course | tion to the commission, I think they are equally incom- 
falls under the only remaining class revocable at the | petent to authorise the Gov. to do so. The power of the 

leasure of the Executive. executive depends implicitly, & entirely, on the grant of 


March 1, 1800. JARED INGERSOLL. | theconstitution. The legislature & the governor cannot, 
-- therefore, jointly, or separately, make the power an iota 

(2) more or less than the constitution has made it, nor di- 

Lancaster, March Ist, 1800. rect or modify the exercise of it, in a manner different 


The case naturally presents two principal objects for | from the obvious design and meaning of the grant. The 
inquiry. Ist, Whether the Legislature has power to| power of appointing to office, and of removing from of- 
prescribe the duration of commissions issued to the pub- | fice, is granted to the Governor for the time being, up- 
lic officers? 2d, Whether it is in the power of the Goy- | on principles of public policy and personal responsibili- 
ernor, for the time being, to grant a commission for any | ty; but if itis construed so as to authorize the govern- 
term of years, so as to be binding on his successor? or’s issuing a commission for a term of years, all public 

Ist. ‘Ihe constitution vests in the Governor the exclu-| policy and personal responsibility are atanend. No 
sive power of appointing, and it follows as an incident, | greater latitude of construction will be necessary to au- 
of removing all public officers whose commissions are | thorize the executive magistrate to confer commissions 
not otherwise provided for by the constitution itself.— | for life, or in tail; and every Governor, at the close ofa 
There are, indeed, but three tenures of office recugni-| triennial administration, must have it in his power to 
zed by the constitution: Ist, Judicial offices, which are | impose his own partizans upon a rival successor, who 
to be held during good behaviour; 2d, civil offices| may know nothing of the merits, and onght not to be 
which are to be held at the pleasure of the Governor; | made answerable for the conduct of officers thus ap- 
and 3d, fiscal offices, which are constitutionally limited | pointed without his previous participation, or subse- 
in point of time, with the exceptions of the secretaries, | quent assent. 
sheriffs and coroners, and other enumerated offices Hence, I conclude, that the governor for the time be- 
which are to be held under the appointment of the le-| ing has not the power to grant a commission for any 
gislature, or in such other manner as is, or shall be, di-| term of years, so as to be binding on his successor. 
rected by law. It is clear, therefore, that the legisla- And the general result, upon the case stated, is, that 
ture cannot appoint to any offices which are not express- | the commission of Mr. Reed, may be superseded at the 
ly designated, as exceptions to the general authority of | pleasure of the present governor. 
the governor, and I think it necessarily follows that they — 
cannot, in any other cases, interfere with his general au- 
thority of removal. The executive power of removal, 
and even the power of appointing, would become, in a 
great measure, nugatory, if the duration of the appoint- 


ment, after it was made, depended on legislative regu- Sir—In examining the law respecting escheats, 
lations; for if the legislature can declare that a man| passed on the 29th of September, 1787, I find the su- 
shall continue in office for four years, the declaration | preme executive council were authorized and directed 
may, with the same reason, be protracted for forty years; | to appoint an officer to be called Escheator General, 
nay, speaking indefinitely, it might vest.every office for | to hold his office for seven years, if he should so lon 
the life of the officer, or during his good behaviour, and | behave himself well. And this office has been filled by 
thus the power, control, and responsibility, intended for | successive appointments, since that time. The present 
the executive magistrate, would be essentially transfer- | incumbent was appointed ‘on the 14th of September, 
red to another department of the government. Under| 1815. Ihave thought it necessary to mention this, to 
this impression, it appears to me that, though the legis- | render more perfect the list already furnished. 


) 
Office of the Commonwealth, 
February 21, 1821. 
Rers Hitt, Esa. 


LL 
el 


lature may establish temporary offices, or abolish any Very respectfully, Tam yours, 

office not depending on the constitution, yet they have ANDREW GREGG. 
not a power to prescribe the duration of any commission | 7 

regularly issued for any permanent civil office by the | (4 


governor. | 


Grextitemen—I take the honor of acknowledging the 
But it may be proper to add, that the law in question 


receipt of Col. Hill’s letter, covering the preamble and 
was, in other views, unconstitutional. For instance, in| resolutions therein referred to, and have taken time to 
assuming the power to nominate and appoint the offi-| collect onthe subject such information, as was within 
cer, as well asto prescribe the duration of his commis-| the reach of my limited means. Having done so, I now 
sion;* and even in the view now contemplated, it only | respectfully assure the committee, that I know of no 
respects the actual occupant, and does not extend to his | appointment to, or removal from offtce, by any governor 
successors. Inthe case of a vacancy, indeed, it was to| of Pennsylvania, since the adoption of the present con- 
be supplied by justices of the peace “until the Assem-| stitution, which in my opinion, was not constitutional. 
bly shall appoint another inspector.” Thus, excluding I am, gentlemen, your respectful and obdt. servt. 
in one word, at least, the idea_of any tenure for years, THO. ELDER. 

| To Rees Hill, Condy Raguet & Fred’k 

*See a declaratory act on this point, passed the 4th| Lichelberger, Esquires, Committee, Ec. 

April, 1785. Harrisburg, Feb. 26, 1821. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF - 
MAJOR GENERAL ANTHONY WAYNE. 
{From the Casket. j 
(Continued from vol. 3. page 404. ) 

The first hours of Gen, Wayne’s relaxation from camp 
duty were devoted to his family and friends, in Ches- 
ter county; here he spent a few days among those 
scenes of domestic happiness and social intercourse for 
which he possessed so great a predilection, but the en- 
joyment of which very rarely fell to his lot during an 
eventful life. 

Although absent from the officers and troops whom 
he had so long, so faithfully and honourably command- 
ed, yet neither he nor the were separated in heart, as 
will fully appear from the following letters addressed to 
the President of Council, Robert Morris and Robert 
Knox, Esqrs.; the two latter gentlemen then being 
members of the legislature of Pennsylvania. 

Dear Sir—I do myself the honour of enclosing an ad- 
dress of the field officers of the Pennsylvania line to 
your Excellency, together with copies of resolves of 
Virginia and Maryland, for supplying the officers and 
soldiers with clothing and other necessaries—also the 
report of the committee respecting the clothing lately 
arrived, under the conduct of Capt. Lang, with an esti- 
mate of the quantity of cloth and other materials suffici- 
ent to furnish a suit of clothes for each officer. 

It is with sincere pleasure I join sentiment with 
the committee in congratulating you on your appoint- 
ment tothe presidency ofa state, which, from internal 
divisions,has been rendered feeble, and which will re- 
quire the utmost exertions of that fortitude and those 


abilities with which you have hitherto acted in the pres- | 


ent contest; and by the means of which we have the 
most flattering hopes of seeing Pennsylvania resuming 
that rank and consequence which she is entitled to hold. 

Iam confident that the officers and troops of the line 
will soon experience the happy effects of having at the 
head of their state a gentleman truly disposed to redress 
their just complaints and alleviate their distress, and 
whom they esteem as their common friend and guardian. 

The clear and decided opinion of the committee of 
arrangements mentioned in your Excellency’s letter of 
the 14th instant, I shall communicate in as delicate a 
manner as possible to the gentleman who will be affect- 
ed by it, and whom I most ardently wish to retain in the 
army, from the fullest conviction that our line will suf- 
fer extremely from the change. It is not the pay or e- 
moluments attending their commissions which can in- 
duce gentlemen of sentiment and nice feeling of honor 
to remain in the service; the former being a mere “Vox 
et preterea nihil,” it is the latter and rank alone that 
can retain them, and when once injured in those tender 
points we must expect to lose gentlemen of spirit 
and sensibility, who are the very men we require to 
render our army formidable to our enemies or respect- 
able to our friends. 

Very respectfully, Dear Sir, 
Your Obedient, 
His Excellency, ANTHONY WAYNE. 

Josgrn ‘REED. 

Gentlemen—I did myself the honor of laying your’s 
of the 25th Dec., with two resolves of the honourable 
house of Assembly, before the field officers of our line; 
enclosed you have their sentiments thereon. We have 
not been able to procure the rules and regulations of 
the eastern states for supplying their officers and sold- 
iers with clothing and other necessaries, but we soon 
expect them. Their officers and men have been uni- 
formly supplied, for three years past, with clothing,rum, 
sugar, tea, coffee, &c. &c., at a price proportional to 
their pay; and such of them as have families at home 
ate furnished with provisions at the rate of one dollar 
per bushel ,for. wheat, and so in proportion for every 
other article; whilst our poor fellows are obliged to pa 
five prices for almost every necessary of life. 

It is with the greatest pleasure I find by your letter 

Vox, IV. 4 


| troops. 


by asking more than European sovereigns would be dis- 


that your honorable house is disposed to place the of- 
ficers and soldiers of this, on an equal footing with the 
troops of other states. The discrimination which has 
hitherto been made between officers and soldiers fight- 
ing in the same cause and serving in the same army; has 
created very unpleasant feelings. 

I do solemnly assure you, that nothing but the high- 
est sense of honour and a true patriotic zeal could have 
kept our officers ina service which promises nothing 
but indigence and want—their pay is an empty sound, 
and such as have nota little property of their own, and 
those whodo possess some,are breaking in uponit by very 
swift degrees, cannot possibly furnish themselves with 
clothing, much less the usual comforts of life; so that 
unless something be speedily and effectually done for 
them, a vesy great proportion of our best ollicets must 
inevitably leave the service. 

I ask nothing for myself, and believe me, that I have 
no interest in view other than wishing to see brave and 
worthy officers who have shared every vicissitude of 
fortune with me, and nobly fought and bledin almost 
every field of action, honorably provided for, and not 
left when scarred and maimed by wounds, and perhaps 
grey in arms,to depend on the cold charity of men grown 
rich under the shelter of their protecting swords. 

I candidly confess that I am prejudiced in their favour 
—I know their worth. Gratitude joined to justice 
makes me most ardently wish to see a generous and 
honorable provision made for them, not only now, but 

| at the end ofthe war. 1 shall have the honor of waiting 
on you next week, when I will do myself the pleasure 
of laying before the house a plan for the distribution of 
such articles as may be furnished for the use of our 
Interim, with sentiments of esteem, 
Your most obedient servent, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 
Hon. Rosert Morris 
and Esqs. 
Ropert Knox, 
At no period during the revolutionary strnggle were 
_ the affairs of that glorious cause in greater jeopardy 
than at the very crisis which this memoir has reached, 


The French minister, Mr. Gerard, had, by written 
communications to, and personal conference with, Con- 


namely, the winter of 1779. 


gress, held out such strong expectations of a general 
peace throughout Christendom, that the principal anx- 
iety which appearad to exist on the subject, both in the 
mind of the minister and the French Court was, that A- 
merica might delay, if not defeat, the desirable event, 


posed to grant; hence Mr. Gerard exerted his argu- 
ments and influence to induce the United States to re- 
duce their ultimatum as low as might be cempatible 
with their independency. The whole nation, with Con- 
gress at its head, became so infatuated with the notion 
of peace, that every other public consideration was sac- 
rificed to this illusion. Says an eminent writer of the 
time, “Wediiesday, the 30th of December, 1778, was 
observed, by order of Congress, as a thanksgiving day. 
At this very period the affairs of the United States were 
in the most distressed, ruinous, and deplorable condit- 
ion. Idleness, dissipation, and extravagance, seemed to 
have laid fast hold of the generality; and peculation, 
speculation, and an insatiable thirst for riches, to have 
gotten the better of every other consideration, and al- 
most of every order of men. Party disputes and per- 
sonal quarrels were the great business of the day, while 
the —- concerns of the Empire,a great accumu- 
lated debt, ruined finances, depreciated money, and a 

want of credit, which is the consequence in the want of 

every thing, were but secondary considerations, and 

postponed by congress, from time to time, as if their 

affairs wore the most promising aspect. The paper 

was sinking in Philadelphia, daily, 50 per cent., and yet 
| anassembly,a concert, a dinner,or supper which cost 2 or 
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£300 did not only take men off from acting, but even 


of thinking of this business—some of the most interest- 
ed and patriotic Americans felt more real distress on ac- | 
count of this appearance of things than they had done | 
at any one time sincc the commencement of the dis- 
ute.” 
P That guardian angel of the United States, the beloved 
Washington, seeing, knowing, and feeling this most a- 
larming state of affairs, thus addressed ‘‘a very respec- 
table friend, and a gentleman of splendid politica¥ tal- 
ents.” 

“I am particularly desirous of a free communication 
of sentiments with you at this time, becausel view 
things very differently, I fear, from what people in gen- 
eral do, who seem to think the contest at an end, and 
that to make money and get places, are the only things 
now remaining to be done. I have seen, without des- 
pondency, even fora moment, the hours which Ameri- 
ca has styled her gloomy ones, but I have beheld no day 
since the commencement of hostilities, when I have 
thought her liberties in such imminent danger as at pres- 
ent. Our enemy behold, with exultation and joy, how 
effectually we labour for their benefit; and, from being 
in a state of absolute despair, and on the point of evac- 
vating America, are now on tiptoe. Nothing, therefore, 
in my judgment, can save us, but a total reformation in 
our own conduct, or some decisive turn of affairs in Eu- 
rope.” He proceeds to say, “It is a fact too notorious 
tobe concealed, that Congress is rent by party, that 
much business of a trifling nature and personal concern- 
ment withdraws their attention from matters of great 
national moment, at this critical period—when it is 
also known that idleness and dissipation take place of 
close attention and application. &c.”” He further adds 
—It is never consistent with the views of the specula- 
tors, various tribes of money makers, and stock jobbers 
of all denominations, to continue the war for their own 
private emolument, without considering that this avarice 
and thirst for gain must plunge every thing, including 
themselves, in one common ruin.” 

General Wayne being fully aware of the alarming su- 
pineness which pervaded the constituted authorities of 
the country, and anticipating the evils which must re- 
sult from the total neglect with which the comforts of 
the army had, heretofore, been treated, previously to 
his leaving camp, dispatched a few confidential officers 
to the seat of government, for the purpese of repre- 
senting and opening the way for the redress of grievan- 
ces, which both the officers and soldiers of the Penn- 
sylvania line were suffering. One of these officers, af- 
ter addressing the General very fully on the subject of 
the army, thus proceeds to animadvert on the state of | 
society in the metropolis of the United States:— 

* am distressed, my dear General, at the present 

rospect, I must assure you. Nothing but party reigns | 
in different bodies. Every thing confirms the opinion 
that the enemy have been long enough in this country. 

Permit me now to say a little of the dress, manners, 
and tustoms of the town’s people. In respect to the 
first, great alterations have taken place since I was Iast | 
here; it is all gaiety, and from what 1 can observe, every | 
lady and gentleman endeavours to outdo the other in 
splendor and show; the manners of the ladies are much 
changed; they have really, in a great measure, lost that 
native innocence in their manners which formerly was 
their characteristic, and supplied its place with what, they 
call, an easy behaviour, &c. 

The manner of entertaining, in this place, has like- 
wise undergone its change. You cannot conceive any 
thing more elegant than the present taste; yot will 
hardly dine at a table but they present you with three 
courses, and each of them in the most elegant manner. 

It is really flattering to the officers of the army the 
attention paid them by the people.—I have heard many 
of them mention it; we, I assure you, have tickets, in 
general, for five or six days forward; God knows we de- 
serve it; much have we suffered, whilst these people 

were enjoying all the luxuries and ease of life. 
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May God bless our friends in the camp and send them 
comfort; [ mean in the eating and drinking way, is the 
constant wish of your very sincere friend.” 

General Wayne being very desirous of aiding with his 
presence every application which he deemed proper to 
present to the constituted authorities of his country on 
the subject of military affairs, after spending a short 
time with his family and friends in Chester county, re- 
paired to Philadelphia, where he addressed the follow- 
ing playful letter to one of his favorite officers, then 
stationed in Virginia. 

Philadelphia, 18th Feb. 1779. 

Dear Colonel:—I have been honoured with two of 
your favors, the one from this place, the other from Vir- 
ginia; but 1 have never had it in my power to acknowl- 
edge them before, and I now send this as a fiyer, by 
Major Forsyth, who passes near your winter quarters. 
I need not attempt to give you a description of the man- 
ners, customs, fashions and extravagance of this place, 
as you had a sample of them on your way through; all 
the difference is, that the whole rather increase than di- 
minish; and party runs so high that all public business is 
at a stand, and all public bodies lulled into an unworthy 
torpidity, from which nothing will arouse them but the 
approach of the enemy. Apropos, while Lam writing 
an express announces the burning of a great part of 
Elizabeth Town, with Governor Livington’s house, &c., 
and that the enemy are in force two miles on this side 
of the town. Should they proceed further, I will join 
General Washington as a volunteer; and in the interim 
will, as I have done ever since my arrival, enjoy every 
moment that I can spare, and participate in every pleas- 
ure this place affords; and this, too, without the least 
contamination. 

I must do the citizens the justice to say, that they 
have honoured me with every attention, and treated me 
with evey possible politeness. You know that I have a 
fondness for ladies’ society, yet, excepting the few days 
which I spent with my family in Chester county, I have 
not been at a single tea-party since my leaving the ar- 
my. I have many cards of invitation, and I mean to 
avail myself of them; this is an indulgence which I have 
some right to claim, having been sequestered nearly 
four years from the society of the fair, and perhaps the 
next fair bullet may make my guwie/us; but a truce to 
this. 

A Light Corps, on a respectable establishment, is 
about to be formed. His Excellency has lately written 
to me on the subject, and has offered me a command in 
it, which under existing circumstances, I will cheerfully 
accept. My best wishes to all our brother officers, and 
believe me, your’s most respectfully, 

ANTHONY WAYNE. 

However determined as the General was to partake 
of the luxuries and pleasure of the day, he never for a 
moment lost sight of his country’s welfare, especially 
that of the army. 

While he was anxiously waiting a propitious juncture 
to present yet more fully the grievances of the Penn- 
sylvania troops, he received the follewing letter from 
Colonel Josiah Harmar. 

Millstown Camp, March 8th, 1779. 

Dear General:—Agreeably to your request I do my- 
self the honour of transmiting you exact copies of the 
two arrangements. The latter is likely to create great 
uneasiness. General St. Clair has recommended a 
board of field officers to sit, and endeavor to settle it 
amongst themselves. We shall have a difficult task of 
it.—The officers are greatly irritated. Yesterday they 
presented a letter to the committee, ‘signed in behalf of 
all the officers present, stating many well-founded 
grievances, desiring us to paint them in as striking 
terms as possible, and to inform the House of Assembly, 
unless immediate redress is granted, they would unani- 
mously resign their commissions by the 15th April. 
The matter is really serious; such a step will dissolve 


| the division. We have written to the committee of 


correspondence yesterday, informing them of the fixed 
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determination of the officers; but I suppose it will be 
treated, as we have been, with neglect and contempt. 
Should you incline to accept the command of the 
Light Corps, I shall esteem it a singular happiness to be 
honored with a command under you. I! received a let- 
ter some days since from Colonel Magaw, on Long Isl- 
and; he desires his compliments—and believe me, dear 
General, your most obedient, humble servant, 
JOSIAH HARMAR. 








General Warne. 

The information contained in this and other letters 
was of such a serious cast, that General Wayne imme- 
diately addressed the following memorial to the Assem- 
bly of Pennsylvania: ¢ 

To the Honorable House of Representatives of the Free- 
men of Pennsylvania, in Assembly met:— 

The memorial of Anthony Wayne, a Brigadier Gen- 
eral in the armies of the United States, and late Com- 
mander of the Pennsylvania Line, humbly sheweth, 

That a committee was appointed by your Honourable 
House, at your last session, to correspond with the offi- 
cers of this State—that in the latter end of December, 
your memorialist was honoured with a letter, signed by 
two members of that committee, mentioning the dispo- 
sition and intention of the House to place the officers 
and soldiers of the Pennsylvania Line on as equal and 
good a footing as the troops of any other State; which 
letter your memorialist laid before the field officers of 
the line, who, through your committee, have addressed 
your Honourable House on the occasion, accompanied 
with certain resolves of the States of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia in favor of their officers and troops. They also 
transmitted an estimate of clothing immediately neces- 


WAYNE. 


sary for the officers of the line, who were then experi- 


encing every possible inconveniency, for want of pro- 
per and comfortable uniferms. 

That nothing has yet been done in the premises, owing 
as it is said, to an exhausted treasury; while the distress- 
es of the officers continue to increase, and their feelings 
but too severely to be hurt, under the idea of being ne- 
glected by a State, whose credit and honour they have, 
in every vicissitude of fortune, supported with their 
blood. 

That within these five or six days the Executive 


council have caused their commissary to forward to camp | 
such spirits, sugar, coffee, &c. as he purchased, which | 


was the first ever sent in pursuance of a ‘resolve of your 
Honourable House. That the quantity of these articles 
is so small asto afford but a very limited and partial 
supply, and that at nearly double the price paid by the 
troops of other States for goods of the same kind and 
quality. 

Your memorialist, therefore, begs leave to submit to 
the consideration of the Honourable House, whether it 
would be more proper to fix a certain price on all such 
articles furnished for the use of the troops of this State, 
and that in proportion to their pay, than to leave it to 
the unequal and fluctuating depreciation or appreciation 
of our currency, which is a yery unfair criterion to de- 
termine the value of goods, especially for officers whose 
pay continues the same as it was at the commence- 
ment of the war. 

The dignity of the state, the general benefit of the 
service, the justice due to the worthy officers and soldi- 
ers, whom your memorialist had once the honour to com- 
mand, induce him to wish the honourable house serious- 
ly to consider the expediency of making provision for 
the widows of such officers and soldiers belonging to this 
state, as have fallen or may fall in defence of their coun- 
try; and also whether gentlemen who have been long se 
questered from every social and tender connection, and 
whose health and fortunes, from the times as well as the 
nature of the service, are much impaired, ought now to 
be assured of‘an honourable provision during life, after 
they return to private citizens, perhaps grown grey in 
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want of such assurances they should now be necessitated 
to retire from the field in order to make some provision 
against old age. 

Whilst the attention of the honourable house is drawn 
to these essential points, the recruiting business, which 
is totally stopped, merits notice; for however sanguine 
many gentlemen may be about the contest being nearly 
terminated, yet common prudence dictates that the su- 
rest way to secure an honourable and. advantageous 
peace is being well prepared for war. 

Your regiments are far from being complete; besides 
the frequent deaths and desertions, incident to all ar- 
mies, require a constant supply of men to fill the vacan- 
cies occasioned by those and other causes. 

If in stating the many points contained in this paper 
any unguarded expression has dropped from the pen of 
your memorialist, he begs the indulgence of the honour- 
able house to attribute it to an error of the head rather 


.| than a fault of the heart,—and to give the whole that 


decided consideration and effect that it may justly merit. 
Signed, ANTHONY WAYNE. 

Philadelphia, 10th March, 1779. 

Immediately after the memorial was presented it was 
referred to a committee, who were instructed to asso- 
ciate General Wayne with them in the consideration of 
its details. 

The following letter announces the consequent pro- 
ceedings:— 
Philadelphia, 14th March, 1779. 

Gentlemen,—In consequence of a memorial of which 
the enclosed is a copy, a committee was appointed, 
with orders to call me to their assistance, to form some 
plan for putting our officers and troops on an equal 
footing with those of other states. We went a little fur- 
ther than was expected, and presented the honourable 
house with the enclosed resolves, which, after some de- 
bate, were carried by a great majority. 

Your letter of the 7th came to hand too late, but had 
it been in time, it would not have been presented, as 
threats often irritate, and sometimes defeat the ends 
they are intended to obtain, however, 1 should have re- 
tained it as a dernier resort. 

The recruiting business is now before the house, 
which has demanded a loan of money from Congress 
for that purpose, and for procuring clothing, &c., for 
the officers, who are now put on a footing equal to the 
British establishment, and superior to any other on the 
continent. 

You will, inmy name, please to congratulate the offi- 
cers and troops on the occasion, and believe me, 

P Your’s, 
Most affectionately, 
; AnTHONY Warne, 
The Committee of Field Officers 

of the Pennsylvania line. 

To this communication the General received the fol- 
following very gratifying, not to say flattering reply: 

Milestown Camp, March 27th, 1779. 

‘Sir, —The manner of expressing the grateful sense of 
a set of men (conscious of their inability) is harder to 
conclude on than is generally imagined, especially when 
they know they are more acknowledgements indebted, 
than the delicacy of the benefactor would choose to 
hear, where disinterested friendship is the excitement. 

In this dilemma of gratitude, we are really at a loss, 
but fully sensible of the open goodness of your heart, 
are confident every reasonable allowance will be made 
for our want of capacity and expression. 

We are (long since) acquainted with your endeav- 
ours to render the troops of the State of Pennsylvania 
respectable and comfortable; and the recent proof you 
have given of your attachment to them, has rivetted the 
hearts of all ranks more firmly to you (if possible) than 
before.—Your manly and pathetic address to the as- 
sembly must (nay does) render your name more dear 


arms and covered with honourable wounds received in | to the whole line, who are confident of its effect with 
support of liberty and the rights of man; or whether for | the house. If there be a merit in keeping the present 
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set of officers in the service, or a benefit hereafter re- | —making 57,029,555 pieces of copper coin, amounting 
sult by it to the state, it is much owing to your deli- | to $539,512 984.” 


cate mode of proceeding on the occasion, as they were 


enerally determined to quit the field; but as a provis- 
jon is now made that will enable them to serve, we 
hope our friends and country will be convinced and see 
by our future conduct, it was no licentious or parsimoni- 
ous view, but real necessity, and an apparent neglect 
caused the resolution. 

We therefore beg leave to assure you, Sir, that we 
have the highest opinion of your integrity and worth, 
and though we have not now the honour to be com- 
manded by you in the field, we hope you will not ima- 
gine us so contracted in sentiment, as to lose any part 
of that sincere esteem and respect we have ever had 
for you as a friend, a brother and commander, and hope 
in a short time to see justice done to your well-known 
merit, and you placed in that station we are confident 
you can fill with honour to yourself, satisfaction to the 
public, and benefit to your country. 

Filled with these sentiments, and conscious of your 
deserts, we pray you to receive, through us, the most 
grateful acknowledgments of your services, and the sin- 
cere thanks of the whole line present, with their best 
wishes for your health and welfare—and in a particular 
manner the thanks and friendship of, dear General, 

Your most obedient 
and very affectionate humble servants, 
James Chambers, Col. Ist., P. Reg’t. 
Richard Butler, Col. 9th., P. Reg’t. 
Thomas Craig, Col. 3d., P. Reg’t. 
Josiah Harmar, L. Col. 6th., P. Reg’t. 

To the above are added all the names of the field of- 
ficers then at camp. 

The Honourable 

General Wayne, 
€ To be continued._) 


MINT OF .THE UNITED STATES. 

The foundation stone of the Edifice about to be erect- 
ed*, under the provisions of the law fur extending the 
Mint establishment, according to a plan thereof appro- 
ved by the President, was laid, on the morning of the 
4th of July, at 6 o’clock, in presence of the Officers of 
the Mint, and a number of distinguished Citizens. 

Within the stone was deposited a paekage, securely 
enveloped, containing the newspapers of the day, a copy 
of the Declaration of Independence, of the Constitution 
of the United States, and of the Farewell Address of 
General Washington; also, specimens of the National 
Coins, including one of the very few executed in the 
year 1792, and a half dime coined on the morning of 
the 4th, being the first of a new emission of that coin, of 
which denomination none have been issued since the 
year 1805. 

Withinthe package was also enclosed a scroll with 
following inscription. 

**Mint of the United States.” 

“This Institution was originally established by Act of 
Congress April 2d, A. D. 1792, Gen, George Washing- 
ton being President of the United States, and the fol- 
lowing fifteen States members of the Union, viz:—New 
Hampshire, Masssachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
Vermont, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Kentucky.” 

**The operations of coinage commenced in the year 
1792. The coinage effected from that period to the 
Ast of January, 1829, was as follows:”— 

**Gold coins: 132,592 eagles: 1,344,359 half eagles: 
39,239 quarter eagles—making 1,566,190 pieces of 
gold coin, amounting to $8,395,812 50.” 

“Silver coins: 1,439,517 dollars: 41,604,347 half dol- 
lars: 1,855,629 quarter dollars: 5,526,250 dimes: 265,543 
half dimes—making 50,691,286 pieces of silver coin, 
amounting to $23,271,499 90.” 

**Copper coins: 50,882,042 cents: 6,138,513 half cents 


* S, W. Corner of Chesnut and Juniper St. 






















**Total amount—109 278,031 pieces of coin making 
$32,206,825 384.” 

**An extension of the Mint establishment was author- 
ised by Act of Congress, March 2d, 1827, John Quincey 
Adams being President of the United States, and the 
following twenty four States members of the Union, 
viz: Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Isl- 
and, Connecticut, Vermont, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama. 

In fulfilment of the law for extending the Mint es- 
tablishment, this foundation stone of the Edifice design- 
ed for that purpose, was laid on the 4th day of July, A. 
D. 1829. 

Gen. Andrew Jackson, being President. 

J. ©. Calhoun, Vice President. 

Martin Van Beuren, Secretary of State. 

S. D. Ingham, Secretary of the Treasury, 

John H. Eaton, Secretary of War. 

John Branch, Secretary of the Navy. 

Officers of the Mint. 

Samuel Moore, Director. 

James Rush, Treasurer. 

Adam Eckfeldt, Chief Coiner. 

Joseph Richardson, Assayer. 

Joseph Cloud, Melter and Refiner. 

William Kneas, Engraver. 

George Ehrenzeller, Clerk. 

Architect of the Edifice. 

William Strickland. 

Builders. 

Robert O’Neile, Carpenter. 

Jacob Souder, Mason. 

Phil. Gaz. 


METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER, 
Taken at the State Capitol, Harrisburg by Witt1aM 


Muscrave, Librarian. 
JUNE—1829. 


Barometer, |Ds.ofthe Month| Wind. 


Max, 15th 78°| Max. 11th29,89/2. 9. 16. 19.25|5 days N 
Min. 29th 62°| Min. 29th29.15|17. 1 day NF 
Diff.ex. 16°|Diff.ex. 29.74/1. 8. 12. 23. 26/5 day E 
Mean ex. 70°|Mean ex.29.52/10. 11. 13. 3 day SE 

3.4.5.6.7.24.27|7 day S 


Thermometer. 














Mean temperature from|l4. 20.28. 3 daySW 
three daily observations. 18, 21.29. 30. |4 day W 
1S. 33. 2dayNW 

Days of the Month. Weather. 


ee 











29.12. 15. 16. 18. 19. 21. 24. 


9 days clear. 
5. 6. 10. 11. 13. 14. 22. 25. 26. 27. 


10 p clear p cly. 


3. 1 cloudy no rain, 
1. 4. 20. 23. 4 pcly. p rain. 
7. 8. 29. 30, 4 showry, 

17. 28. 2 thunder-gusts. 


On the morning of the 26th the lowest state of the 
Thermo. was 50°. At noon of 17th the highest was at 90° 
for afew hours before a thunder gust came on-range 
in the Mo. 40°. Difference of temp. between the morn- 
ings and noons, varied, from 5° to 20°. On the 11th the 
highest state of the Baro. was 29.89. On the 29th the low- 
est was 29.15-range 74—The wind has been 9 days E, 
of the Meridian 9 days W. of it, 7 days S. and 5 days N. 
This month has been but 3° colder than June 1828,and 
7° warmer than last May. The former part of June 1828, 
was cold and wet, the reverse took place this month, for 
the latter part has been cold and showery. 

There have been but 7 days in this month that the 
temperature at noon, was aboye summer heat, 
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We have now the pleasure to commence the publication of documents with which we have been favoured 
agreeably to the resolution of the American Philosophical Society. We purpose allotting a department in our 
paper for these documents and to designate it by the title “From manuscripts in possession of the Historical 
Committee of the Amer. Phil. Society.” 


The following two papers were presented by Mr. Gratz— 





A PETITION OF THE MAYOR, RECORDER, ALDERMEN AND COMMONALLITY OF THE 
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA January 19, 1710. 


he General Assembly of the Province of Pensilvania the petition of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Com- 
a cn and eg Inhabitance of the City of Philadelphia Humbly sheweth 


THAT being Devided from the County has Rendered Devise nessessary laws of this Govt. Useless to this 
City and Experiance here, as well as the example of other places shews that where a multitude Resorts togeath- 
er there spetiall Provison for suppressing Vice and Establishing good Orders in a Perticular manner is found ab- 
solutely needfull. which a former Assembly of this Province wisely considering Essay’d to supply some years 
since by law. But theire Endeavours Proved Ineffectuall, which Defect has bin accompanied with many Evils 
and Inconveniences too Troublesome here to inumerate. as the groth of Vice & Imorality, and the Decay of 
the Publick Credit (things of a Discouraging Nature and dangerous Consequence to Place and People) Both 
which we humbly conceive is only Retrievable by a law Placing a Discretionary Power in the Mayor Recorder 
Aldermen and Commonallity of this City; Insuch sort and manner as you in wisdom shall think fitt; for the more 
Effectuall Suppressing all vitious and Disorderly Practise, by such Rules and ordinance with moderate Penalty’s as 
they from time to time shall find needfull. And also to Inable them to Build a Watch house and Cage, erect a 
work house: to Imploy the Poor) vagrant and mend the streets make and Repair Warfs and Bridges 
&c. By Leveing money on the Inhabitance and Estates, of all Persons within the limitts of the same; for Defraying 
the public necessary charge thereof, as in Justice and Prudence the Case may require (allway having Due Re- 
gard to ye Laws of ye Countrey) for which we become your supplycants and humbly pray a Speedy Redress, 





which will more strictly Ingage your Petitioners as in Duty bound. 
Philadelphia, 19th January 1720. 


Will Allen 
Leeson Loftus 
John Warder 
Caleb Jacob 
Hugh Lowdon 
John Beetson ? 
William Kelly 
Ralph Jackson 
Owen Roberts 
Thomas Eldridge 
Jacob Warren 
William Lawrence 
John Widdifield 
Justinian Fox 
William Bartling 
William Oxley 
Joseh Harrison 
John Harrison 
Joseph Yard, Jr. 
William Hill 
Anth. Morris, Jr. 
Nathaniel Tybe 
John Bass 

James Morris 
Edwd. Shippen, Jr. 
Wm. Fishbourn 
Anthony Burton 
James Wood 
Geo. Painter 
James Estaugh 
George Claypool 
T. Mason 
Robert Burrough 
Johannis Nys 
Caleb Ransted 
Jo’n Warder 


Matthew Robinson 
Lionel Buters 
George Blumly 
Thomas Coldman 
Richard Willis 
Thos. M. Carey 
Arthur Holton 
Richard Armitt 
George Gray 
Sam] Holt or Wolf 
‘ Richd. Robinson 
Tho. Pryor 
Thomas Peters ? 
Elisha Gatchell 
Wm. Robinson 
Cesar Ghiseling 
John J ones 
John Ffogg 
Thomas Miller 
William Say 
John Haywood 
Thomas Okley 
Thos. Andrews 
W. Powell 
Anthony Duchee 
Caleb Cash 
William Rudd 
John Knowles 
James Barrett 
Francis Cook 
Nehemiah Allen 
William Lee 
Henry Badcok 
Ab’m Bickley 
Peter Stretch 


(Signed) 
Thomas Bradford 
Thos. Griffit 
Tho. Murray 
Francis Richardson 
Clem. Plumsted 
Stephen Jackson - 
Wm. All 
Jn. Budd 
Samuel Wamrise 
Joseph Peugh 
James Bingham 
Sam/’l Kenison 
Thomas Potts 
William Coxer 
Wm. Powell 
Thomas Beacham 
Tho. Cheatham 
Wm. Carter 
Rob. Ashton ? 
Edward Shippen 
Griffith Jones 
Nathan Stanbury 
Sam’! Preston 
Antho. Morris 
Thomas Tresso 
Jobn Cadwalader 
John Price 
Sam’! Chandler 
Nichoias Ashmead 
Joseph Yard 
Daniel Wilcox - 
David Breintnal 
John Browne 
Wm. Fforrest 
Salomon Cresson 


Ed. Noble 

Chas. Sober 
Henry Flower 
John Redman 
Thomas Wharton 
Edward Hadden 
Francis Knowles 
Daniel Radley 
Joseph Claypoole 
Hugh Duxborow 
John Maule 

Andw. Sim 
Arch’d Starr 
Hugh Corder 
Sam’! Powell 
Edward Evans 
Thomas Stapleford 
Israel Pemberton 
Charles Read 
Thomas King 
Abel Cottry 

Willi Brownson 
Benjamin Chandler 
Richard Parker 
Stephen Stapler 
Isaac Ashton 
Ralph Ward 
Alexander Badcock 
Thomas Peart 
Timothy Stephenson 
James Sunes 
John Furnis 
Richard Warder 
Robert Teap ? 
Jacob Usher 


Presented to the Assembly 11 mo, 25th (Feb’y. ?)—leave given to bring in a bill. 





In 1705—a law was passed in which it is enacted “that no persons shall be capable to vote in the house, or sit 


there during any debate until he shall make and subscribe the following declarations and profession of his 
Christian belief.” It was to be done at every succeeding assembly—“betwixt the hours of nine in the morning 
and four in the afternoon, by every member at the table in the middle of the house, and while a full house of 
representatives is there sitting, with their speaker in his chair; and during the making and subscribing thereof 
aj] business and debates shall cease.”—It was to be recorded in Rolls or books prepared for the purpose—for 
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which each member was to pay the Clerk *‘five pence and no more.”—It was to be first read and subscribed 
by the speaker, and after him by every member. 
The following is the QUALIFICATION—from the original in possession of the Committee of the Socicty. 


We whose names are hereunto subscribed elected Representatives by the ffreemen of the respective Coun- 
tys in this Province of Pennsylvania and City of Philadelphia in pursuance of the Law and the Prop’ys. 
Charter to serve in assembly, do each of us for himself sincerely promise, and solemnly declare before GOD 
and the World, That we will be faithful and bear true Allegiance to Queen Anne. And we do solemnly pro- 
fess and declare, that we do, from our heart, abhor, detest and renounce, as impious and heretical, that 
damnable doctrine and position, that Princes excomunicated or deprived by the Pope, or any Authority of the 
See of Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their subjects, or any other whatsoever. 

And we and each of us do declare, that no foreign Prince, person, prelate, state or potentate hath, or ought to 
have, any power, jurisdiction, superiority, preheminence or authority ecclesiastical or spiritual, within the realm 
of England, or the Dominions thereunto belonging. 

And we and each of us do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of God, profess, testify and declare, that we 
do believe that in the sacrament of the Lord’s supper there is not any transubstantiation of the elements of Bread 
and Wine into the body and blood of Christ, at or after the consecration thereof, by any person whatsoever; and 
that the invocation or adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other Saint, and the sacrifice of the mass, as they are 
now used in the Church of Rome, are superstitious and Idolatrous. 

And we and each of us for himself do solemnly, in the presence of God, profess, testify and declare, that we 
do make this declaration and every part thereof, in the plain and ordinary sense of the words read unto us as they 
are commonly understood by English protestants, without any evasion, equivocation or mental reservation whatso- 
ever and withont any dispensation already granted us for this purpose by the Pope, or any other authority or per- 
son whatever, or without any hope of any such dis; ensation from any person or authority whatsoever, or without 
thinking we are or may be acquitted befoxe God, or man, or absolved of this declaration, or any part thereof, al- 
though the Pope, or any other person or persons, or power whatsoever, should dispense with or annull the same, 
or declare that it was null or void from the Beginning. 

And we and every one of us do profess faith in God the father, and in Jesus Christ, his eternal Son, the true 
God, and in the Holy Spirit; one God, blessed for evermore; and do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New-Testament, to be given by divine inspiration. 


Chester Co. Bucks Co. Philadelphia Co. 
Daniel Williamson William Paxson Dan’l. Lloyd Speaker 
Samuel Lewis (Levis) Wm. Biles Joseph Wilcox 
Henry Lewis Joshua Hoopes John Roberts 
Richd. Hayes Henry H. Paxson Joshua Carpenter 
John Hood Saml. Darke Griffith Jones 
Thomas Pearson Saml. Beaks Francis Cooke 
William Bartram Ezra Croasdill Philada. City 
Daniel Hoopes Francis Hillborn Abra. Bickley 

Wm. Lee. 





EARLY SETTLEMENTS ON DELAWARE. | compared with the original remaining in the said office 
And that according to the best of his skill & understand- 
ing he has translated the same into English as is wrote 
over against the Dutch and that the Certificates by him 
made under the same are true In Testimony whereof I 
have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal 
of the province of New York to be kereunto affixed 
Given at Fort George in New York this Twenty ninth 
day of November and the Thirteenth Year of his majes- 
By his Excellency William Burnet Esq Captain Gen | tys Reign (1774.) 
eral and Governour in chief of the province of New By his Excellency’s Command W BURNET 


English Records concerning the early settlements on 
York New Jersey and territories thereon depending; J. 5. BOBIN D Secry 


Delaware River—1664 to 1682; copied from the Re- 
cords in the Secretary of states office at Harrisburg, and 
presented to the Historical and Literary Committee of 
the American Philosophical Society, by Redmond Co- 
nyngham, Esquire, May 26, 1829. 


in America and vice admiral of the same &c. _ 
GOVERNOR STUYVESANTS FIRST LETTER. 


Right Honourable Sirs Whereas we have received in- 
telligence that about three days since there arrived an 
English man of war or ffrigatt in the bay of North River 
belonging to the new netherlands and since that three 
more are arrived by what order or pretence is yet un- 
known to us and having received various reports con- 
cerning their arrival upon the coast and not being apt to 
entertain any thing of prejudice intended against us 
Have by order of the Commander in chief of the New 
Netherlands thought it convenient and requisite to send 
the Worshipfull (the bearers hereof) that is to say The 
Worshipful John Declyer one of the chief council The 
reverend John Megapolenses minister Paul Lendelvan- 
degrist major of this town and have jqyned with them 
Mr. Samuel Megapolenses Doctor in Physick whom by 
these presents have appointed and ordered that with 
the utmost respect and civility they do desire and en- 
treat of the Commander in chief of the aforesaid men of. 
war or ffrigotts the intent and meaning of their ap- 
proach and continuing in the harhour of Nayally with- 
out giving any notice to us or first acquainting us with 
their design which action hath caused admiration in us 


To All to whom these presents shall come Greeting 


Know Yee that on the day of the date hereof Isaac 
Bodin Esq Deputy Secretary of the province of New 
York personally came and appeared before me and made 
oath on the holy Evangelists of Almighty God that the 
writing hereto annexed purporting copies of several 
matters of record relating to Delaware are true and ex- 
act copys & was by him this deponent carefully examin- 
ed and diligently compared with the original records re- 
maining in the secretarys office of this province And 
further Know Yee that on the day of the date aforesaid 
Abraham Gouverneur Gent Sworn interpreter of the 
province of New York also came and appeared before 
me and made oath on the holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God that the Dutch writings beginning from fo 30 till 
fol 45 inclusive hereunto annexed on the- one side and 
the English on the other side purporting several mat- 
ters of record relating to Delaware (in Dutch called 
Zuyt Rivier) are due and exact copies as they are en- 
tered into the Dutch Books & papers remaining in the 
secretaries office of this province of New York and were 
by him this Deponent carefully examined & Diligently 
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not having received any timely knowledge of the same 
which in respect to the Government of the place they 
ought and were obliged to have done wherefore upon 
the consideration aforesaid it is desired and entreated | 
from the General of the aforesaid men of war or ffrigatts 

as also from our deputed agents. whom we desire your | 
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| province as also of our discovery of the news from Hol- 
land wch makes us not to doubt but that the King of 


Great Brittain and my lords the said states are at this 
hour agreed upon their limit This had given us hopes 
(my lord) to avoyd all dispute that you would have de- 
sisted from your design or at least have given time that 


honours civilly to treat and to give and render to them | we might give an answer from our Masters from which 
the occasion of your arrival here upon this coast and | expectation we have been frustrated by the report of our 
you will give an opportunity (that after our hearty sa- | said Deputies who have assured us by word of mouth 
lutes and well wishes of your health) to pray that you | that you persist on ye summon and £re of 20-30 Aug’st 


may be blessed in eternity and always remain Right | 


upon which we have no other thing to answer but that 


Honourable Sir your honours affectionate friend and | following the order of my lord the States Generall we 


Servant P. STUYVISSANT. 
By order and appointment of the Governor and Com- 
mander in chief of the Council of the New Netherlands 
Cor Ruyven Secret Dated in ffort Anill in new Nether- 
lands the Nineteenth of August one thousand six hun- 
dred and Sixty four 
COLLONELL NICOLS his answer and Summons. 
To the Honourable the Governor and chief councill 
at the Manhatanes Right Worthy Sirs I received a Let- 
ter hy soume worthy persons intrusted by you bearing 
date the 19th August desiring to know the intent of the 
approach of the English ffrigatts In return of which I 
think it fit to let you know That his majesty of Great 
Brittain whose right and title to these parts of America 
is unquestionable well knowing how much it derogates 
from his crown and Dignity to suffer any foreigners how 
near soever they be alleyed to usurp a dominion and 
withuut his majestys Rcyal consent to inhabit in those 
or any other his majesties territories hath Commanded 
and in his name to require a surrender of all such Forts 
Towns or places of strength which are now possessed 
by the Dutch under your Command and in his majestys 
name I do demand the Town situated upon the island 
commonly known by the name of Manhatoes with all the 
forts thereunto belonging to be surrendered under his 
majesties obedience and protection into my hands I am 
further commanded to asssure you and every respective 
inhabitant of the Dutch nation that, his majesty being 
tender of the effusion of christian blood doth by these 
presents confirm and secure to every man his estate life 
and liberty who shall readily submit to his government 
and all those who shall oppose his majestys grasious 
intention must expect all the miseries of a war which 
they bring upon themselves, I shall expect your answer 
by these gentlemen Colonel George Cartwright one of 
his majestys commissioners in america Captain Robert 
Needham Captain Edward Groves and Mr. Thomas 
Delaval whom you will entertain and treat with such 
civility as is due to them and your selve and yours shall 
receive the same from worthy sir your very bumble ser- 
vant. RICHD. NICOLLS. 
Dated on board his majesties the Ship Guyny Riding 
before Nayck the 20th-30 August one thousand six hun- 
dred and sixty-four. 


These to the honourable the Governour of the Manhatoes— | 


Honoured Sir—The neglect of signing this enclosed 
when it was first brought to your hands By Collonel 


George Cartwright, was an ommission which is now a- | 


mended and I must attribute the neglect of it at first to 
the over-hasty zeal I had in dispatching my answer to 
the letter I received from you dated the 19th-29 instant 
} have nothing more to add either in matter or fform 
than is herein expressed only that your speedy answer 


are oblidged to defend our place however in regard 
that we make no doubt that upon yd assault and our 
defence there will be a great deale of blood spilt and 
besides its to be feared greater difficulty may arise here- 
after Wee have thought fit to send unto you Mr. John 
Decker councellor of state Cornelius Van Riven Secre- 
tary and Receiver, Cornelius Steinwick major and 
James Consceau Sheriff to the end of finding some 
means to hinder and prevent the spilling of innocent 
blood wch we esteem (My Lord) not to ye intention, 
praying you that you will please to appoint a place and 
hour and send or cause ye Deputys to meet there with 
full commission to treat and seek out the means of a 
good accomadaton and in the mean time to cause all 
hostility to cease upon which after recommending you 
to the protection of Gop Wee remain My Lord Your 
thrice affectionate ffriend and Servt. 
P. STUYVESANT The 
Manhatoes in the ffort of Amsterdam in New Holland 
4th September 1664 (New Stile) 
To the Hono’ ble the Governor of the Manhatoes. 

Right Worthy Sir 

In answer to yo of ye 4th of September new stile by the 
hands of John Decker Councellor of State Cornelius 
Van Rivan Secretary and Receiver Cornelius Stenwick 
Burgo Muster and James Cousseau Sheriffe I do think 
it once more agreeable to the Kings intentions and my 
duty to his strict Commands to propose and receive al- 
ways and means of avoiding the effusion of Christian 
blood of which sincere intention I suppose you are al- 
ready ffully satisfied and shall have no cause to doubt it 
for the future as alsoe that I doe insist upon my ffirst 
summons and message to you for a speedy surrender of 
the Tewn and fforts now under yo command into his 
|Maties. obedience and protection. You may easily be~ 
| lieve that in respect of greater difficultys which are 
| ready to attend you I should willingly wth your propo- 
| sition to appoint deputies places and times to treat ef 
good accommodation but unless you had also given me 
_to know that by such a meeting you doe intend to treat 
| upon articles of surrender I do not see just cause to de- 
'ferr the pursuance of his majties. commands my first 
| demand and my last answer of reducing your towne and 
fforts to his majtics. obedience wch. why you call acts 
of Hostillity I see no reason However since you have 
given yo selfe and messengers this new trouble I shalt 
_alsoe take this fresh occasion to assure you that I heart- 
\ily wish health and prosperity to every inhabitant of 
your plantations and particularly to ‘yo self as being 
| your affectionate humble servants. 
- RICHARD NICOLL gravesend 

25th Augst 1664, 














is necessary to prevent future inconveniences and will | CHESAPEAKE AND DELAWARE CANAL. 


very much oblige, your affectionate humble servant 
RI NICOLLS 
By the hands of Captain William Hill Captain Ro- 
bert Needham and Captain Math. Nicolls 
Governor Stuyvesants Letter to Collonel Nicolls. 
My Lord—Upion our £re the day before yesterday | 
and upon the communication by word of mouth of our 
Deputies touching the just right and possession without 
dispute of my lords the states general of the United 








Juty 4, 
At two o’clock, on Saturday afternoon, the anniversa- 


|} ry of our National Independence, the embankments at 


the summit of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal were 
opened, and the water was admitted into the whole 
line. ‘The President, Directors and Secretary of the 
Company attended by the Mayor of Philadelphia, the 
Superintendent of the works, the principal and assis- 
tant Engineers, and a number of respectable citizens of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware, having embarked 
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in a barge, proceeded along the Canal from the locks 
at the western extremity to the summit bridge, near 
which the last embankment was removed. Here they 
were welcomed by a great concourse of people, a large 
body of troops from Baltimore, and repeated discharges 
of artillery. After remaining for some time, the barge 
proceeded eastward to the tide lock of the Delaware, 
thus navigating the whole line of the Canal. 

To those who had not before seen the work, the vast 
excavation of the deep cut, the length and height of the 
stone walls by which it is lined, the width and loftiness 
of the summit bridge, the broad sheet of water, and the 
large scale on which all parts have been executed,could 
not fail to occasion much surprise and admiration. 

The repairs at the Delaware tide lock, and the com- 
pletion of such portions of the Canal as have been ne- 
cessarily left to the last, will not it is said, occupy many 
weeks. We may therefore; expect to see the regular 
intercourse between the bays soon carried on through a 
channel so long desired and expected. Nat. Gaz. 


We learn that the barge Chesapeake passed through 
the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal on Saturday last, 
and arrived at Delaware City on Sunday morning, at 
two o’clock. 





JEFFERSON COLLEGE. 


Canonsburg, Pa. 
Dear Sir: This College, it is believed, has strong 
claims on the patronage of the friends of literature. It 


was the first Literary Institution established West of 


the mountains; has been the principal nursery of litera- 
ture in that region; has been growing in numbers and 
importance, and now occupies a prominent rank among 
the Colleges in our country. The number of graduates 
for several successive years has been about 30—the 
number of Students 120. Important additions have been 
made to the library and apparatus. ‘The Trustees are 
determined to afford every facility and advantage which 
the growing importance of the Western country de- 
mands. It has been resolved to erect additional build- 
ings, so as to aflord a convenient and spacious hall, 
rooms for recitation, for apparatus, and the literary so- 
cieties—also a refectory and dining room. The present 
building te be appropriated exclusively for lodging 
rooms. It is also contemplated to purchase a farm ad- 
jacent to the College with a view of connecting agri- 
cultural labour with the exercises of the students; and 
to apply the proceeds to reduce the expenses of educa- 
ton. By these arrangements it is expected that the 
expenses of education, which are now as moderate as in 
any college in the U. S. will be still farther reduced. 
Agents have been appointed to solicit contributions at 
home and abroad, to accomplish this important object. 
To such persons as feel the importance of imparting an 
enlightened moral influence to the rapidly increasing 
population of the West, it is confidently believed no In- 
stitution can present stronger claims on their benevo- 
lence. LItake the liberty of addressing this to you, as 
having some knowledge and, I trust, feeling some in- 
terest in the prosperity of our institution. I have been 
requested and authorised, by our Board to act as their 
agent in procuring some pecuniary aid. The college 
has always been very limited in funds and dependant 
on the private contribution of the friends of religion and 
literature. The erection of the building and the pur- 
chase of ground will cost about $12,000—without some 
foreign aid we cannot accomplish it. 
Very respect’y 
M. BROWN. 





It appears from the following that we were mistaken 
with respect to the first arrival from Liberia. 

Mr. Pourtson—Observing in your paper of this mor- 
ning that the schr. Hannah was the first arrival at this 
port from Liberia, I feel it a duty to correct that error, 
by informing you that there are two splendid brigs, the 


“Liberia,” and ‘J. Ashmun,” built and owned by J. 
Hanson, of this city, kept constantly running between 
| the two places. Last summer I had the pleasure of see- 
| ing one of our wharves nearly covered with the valua- 
ble products of the colony, just landed from the ‘ Libe- 
ria”—ivory and camwood piled up like cords of fuel, 
and some thousand dollars worth of gold dust, deliver- 
ed to her enterprizing owner. 











First arrival of Coal from Mauch Chunk by the Lehigh 
Canal, July 4th, 1829. 

We have the pleasure to state that seven boats load- 
ed with coal, arrived this day at Philadelphia, from 
Mauch Chunk, being the first shipment via the new ca- 
nal. A large supply of Lehigh coal may now be expec- 
ted to arrive regularly during the remainder of the seas- 
on, which will be sold at $6 50 per ton delivered,as be- 
heretofore. 





Mavcu Cuunk, July 2. 

We understand that the Packet boat Swan, (which 
has been a few weeks past waiting at Easton for the 
completion of the Lehigh canal) has been up as far as 
Allentown, and on Sunday last returned by the canal to 
Bethlehem, with seventy passengers, who were greatly 
gratified with the novelty of the voyage. We are also 
informed that the boat went six miles in one hour and 
three minutes, passing through three locks. 

The Swan is intended as a regular passage boat be- 
tween Easton and Mauch Chunk.—Lehigh Pioneer. 





Notwithstanding the coldness of the weather, we ob- 
served, on looking over the register at Mr. Kimball’s, 
on Tuesday, that there had been an arrival during the 

| day before of about fifty persons, ladies and gentlemen, 

| from Philadelphia, New York, &c.—J0. 

The Tank made to guage the canal boats, and to hold 

one ton of water, was filled with pump water, at a tem- 

|peratureof = - : - : - - 49 deg. 
With river water, at the temperature of 69 deg. 

It required 2lbs. 2oz. and a half more, in bulk of river 
water, to make one ton. The temperature of the atmos- 
phere at the above period, was 75.—J0. 








We are informed by the best authority, that two ves- 
sels, one with 300 tons and one with 350 tons of coal, 
| loaded and sailed down the river Schuylkill and over 
the bar, without the least difficulty; and there is never 
less at common tid.: than 134 and 14 feet water, and no 
doubt can exist that ships of 3 and 400 tons can readily 

| load with common cargoes on said river.— U.S. Gaz. 





The following is the amount of duties paid by the 
different Auctioneers of the Cty, during the last quar- 
| ter. 





J. Jennings, - - “ - 7,606 26 
M. Gillingham, - - - - 7,235 77 
S.C.Ford, - - - - 6,305 62 
R. F. Allen, - - - - 6,186 30 
J. Lippincott, - - . 6,026 54 
P. Graham, - - - - 2,526 21 
G. W. Richards, - - - 2,259 80 
M. Thomas, - - - © Iai7y iS 
T.B. Freeman, - - - 574 07 
J. ls. Grant. - - - - 188 25 

40,125 95 


York, ( Penn.) June 23. 

The Crops.—It appears from the papers we receive 
from different parts of the country, that the husband- 
man has a prospect of an abundant harvest. The pros- 
pect for fruit would be equally auspicious, were it not 
that the hope of fruit ifnot extinguished, is much damp- 
ed, by the despair of destruction, which, it is feared will 
be made by the caterpillars, which have taken posses- 
sion of the fruit trees. — Gazette. 
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